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“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet.” Isa. 58:1
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The

CALVINISTIC MIND

This is a discussion about the
Calvinistic Mind:amindthatclaims Christ
did notintend todie forall men; amindthat
claims God in eternity predestinated the
unelecttodamnation, apartfromtheiraction.

The Christian world has been so
preoccupied with the end-result of the
Calvinistictheological viewpointthat God
damns most people, including infants, etc.,
thatno one has considered the mind that is
capable of such views. We are thus
compelledtolook atthe mind that we call
the Calvinistic Mind.

Whatisitthatcausesacivilized people
toproclaimbarbaric viewsthatare notcivil,
as predestination to destiny?

How can a people believe that God
damns infants? What goes with the mind
that can teach thata Christian may commit

Malcolm Lavender

incestwithout losing his salvation? What
isto be said of the mind that isuneasy and
nervousaboutworks, butdefendssin, gross
sin? How canany mind reduce the blood of
Christtothe level of the Levitical animal,
claimingthatHis blood does notsave from
sin now? How can those who hold these
views be considered as leaders of
prominence and credibility inthe Christian
church?

And yet, thisis so! Twisted minds of
this thinking pattern should cause us to
cringe. Trust and support should be
withdrawn from minds that could so
caricature and blaspheme God!

The Mind That Follows a Murderer
John Calvinisconsidered and praised
by many as one of the greatest theologians

ofalltime. Thisconsiderationand praise is
undaunted in the face of the solemn fact
that Calvin murdered 57 people and
banished 76. In the truest conceivable
sense, John Calvinwasatyrant.

Historians tell us of the atrocities of
Calvinandthat his Geneva was made the
Rome of Protestantism. We shall here note
some historic instances as follows:

“Infiveyears, 1542-46, Geneva, with
16,000 inhabitants, had fifty-seven
executions and seventy-six banishments.
All these sentences were sanctioned by
Calvin.”

When Calvin learned that Michael
Servetushad purposedto cometo Geneva,
hesaid: “...lamunwilling to pledge my
word for his safety; for if he shall come, |
shall never permit him to depart alive,
provided my authority be of any avail.”

The Calvinisticbrand of theology was
introduced in Genevaby violence...

Some historians attempt to somewhat
reconcile Calvin’s atrocities to a more
sainted Calvin by citing histimesasapoint
of consideration for his barbaric behavior.
Butthe times stand as a historic rebuke to
Calvin, for mere humanity, conscience, and
public sentiment revolted against such
behavior.

ContinuedonPage 6
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Editorial

Imagine a religion where one can commit any evil
whatsoever and yet he will go to heaven when he dies. And
conversely, considerareligionwhere one can desire to know
Godwithall of hisheartand wantto live right, yet despite
anything he may do, there isno hope; he isconsignedto hell.
Toanyreasonable mind, thiswould be utter folly.

Andfollyitis...Calvinisticfolly. Thetragedy is, though,
that multitudes have been led to believe that thisisin fact the
gospel of Jesus Christ. The truth of the matter is, everyone
loseswithin Calvin’stheological walls. SIN isthe conqueror
onevery handand will mock itsadherentsinthe end.

The blind defenders of sin who refuse to be convinced
herewill mostsurely be convinced atthe great Judgment Day
of God. Calvin’s doctrine is a doctrine of devils, an
unspeakably vile deception! Whata horrid path to hell is
paved by this destructive teaching. Sintriumphsin Calvinian
night, only to sting its victims at the last. Suchreligionis
accursed, causing the ruination of multitudes.

How unfairto the throngs of poor, unwary people to have
the dark arts of Calvin’s spell cast upon them, all the while
thinking itto be the gospel. It leaves them inbondage to sin,
struggling through this life, and will strike them through like
adartontheirentrance intothe eternal realm. No good news
here.

John Calvinand his predecessors in error were wrong.
Fatally wrong. Dear people, flee thisdark doctrine, lestye
partake of its woeful, eternal consequences. John Calvin
believedthe father of lies, thereby perpetuating his deceptive,
sinful craft under the guise of Christianity. Believe it not!

Jesusdiedto offer usso much more! Bless Hisholy name!
Thereisapredestined plan. Whosoever will may choose to
partake of it. (Yes, itis for you, dear reader.) God is no
respecter of persons. The gospel call isaninvitationtoall the
inhabitants ofthe earth. Would you like to be free fromall sin?
The gospel of Jesus Christis able to deliver those who will
obey the call and empower themto live free fromsin. Thisis
what He died for!!

Where one spends eternity is contingent upon what he
chooses to do with the invitation—believe and repent, or
refuse and rebel. Line after line of scripture bears witness to
thistruth. —S. Mutch

* Malcolm Lavender’swritings are used by permission.

The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co. isregisteredasa
charitable organizationinthe USA. Please requestatax
receiptfor donations, if sodesired.
Thiswork issupported throughfree-will offerings.
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A Spiritual Challenge

Greetingsto you in powerful name of
our Lord Jesusfrom Myanmar. By thegrace
of God our family and orphanage children
aregoingwell.

Thankyousomuch for receiving your
magazine, July-Aug 2008, the Gospel
Trumpet you are sending. It is a great
blessing to me. The articles are really
challenging my heart. The topic will be
“Holy Conversation,” page 6 inthe Gospel
Trumpet. | read these articles. I really am
enjoying reading them again and again.
Thesearticlesareagreathelpandaspiritual
challengeto me.

Iloveyoualland I’mthankful forallthe
members of the churchof God. Bro.James

Myanmar

| Don’t See Any Coverings
Please take my name offthe mailing list.
I don’tsee any coverings in the picture of
your Ohio 2008 camp meeting. | think the
covering goeswitha Christian life.
Mrs. Burkholder
Indiana, USA

Enjoyed Your Publishings
Dear Gospel Trumpet,

My husband and | have enjoyed your
publishings for several years now. My
mother-in-law shares hers with us. Sheis
now moved to an assisted living, and I’'m
afraid we may notreceive thisgreatread of
the gospel. Thank you for years of
enjoymentinJesus. lwould like to receive
the Gospel Trumpetat our home. | have
enclosed three new homes for the Gospel
Trumpet. I know these wonderful peoplein
my lifewillenjoyitasmuchaswedo. Again,
thank you. S.Dulaney

Ilinois, USA

A Big Witness
Brothersand sisters,

My husband and | have enjoyed the
CD, The Fountain Is Full. A friend had
given us Order My Steps. Both are just
wonderful! We’ve letothers listen to them
andthey are astonished as well! We love
singing tothe Lord and listening to others
singtoHimandforHim! Yourlittle CD’sare
a big witness. May the Lord bless your
every effortin Him! May He strengthenyou
forthe blessed task!

Please help us pray for revival in
Tennessee! Areviving of love forthe Lord,
areviving ofworship! If we have love for
the Lordand communewithHim, ifweabide
inHimand HisWord in us, then holiness
willfollow! ThankyouforallyoudoinHis
name! We hope to visit you soon!

With love, in Jesus’ name,
B. Southerland
Tennessee, USA

Like to Visit You
Dear Daniel Layne,

I am from Argentina. | want to thank
youforthebooklet, “He Lifted Me Out.” |
seethat Godisa God of miracles. He has
transformed your life. lwould truly like to
visityou sometime. | enjoyed very much
thesinging CD, “LaFelicidad.”

If God wills, very soon I will be living
inCanadaand I will be attending the church
where Bro. Hildebrandtis. I hopetocontinue
writing. May Godblessyouall. Fernando

Argentina

Pray for Uruguay
My brethren, I greetyou in the peace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, wishing that you
arevery blessed, I write from Uruguay. |
found your address looking ininternet. |
and mywife aregoingthrough very difficult
moments. We need very muchyour prayers
andalso lask ifyou could pray much for the
nation of Uruguay. Here we have only 5%
of evangelicals, the lowest rate inall South
America and also the highest rate of
divorces, suicides, people with depression
andcancer. Truly, my brethren, thesituation
hereisvery concerning. The churches of
Uruguay are very turned off and we are
needing arevival inour livesand inthe
churches. | appreciate all your prayersthat
youwill pray for us. C.Piston
Uruguay

Desire Spiritual Partnership

Receive our Christian greetings from
Kenya in the gracious name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, fromwhom we are forgiven
andsaved. We are greatly blessed and feel
privileged to know you through your
website.

We are an independent fellowshipin
Kenyadesiring to be established in your
churchministry. Werequest your Christian

literature materialsand Bibles.

We pray thatthrough God’s Holy Spirit
atwork, you shall appreciate our desirethat
we mightfindadefinitespiritual partnership
with your ministry. We look forward for
your feedback. E. Magare

Kenya

My Connection to the Original
Thankyou foryour paperwhich prints
the truth. You are my connection to the
original church of God. | attend the
Anderson based church butwastaught the
Bible byanolder ministerwhomadheredto
the old original teachings, so | know the
difference verywell. Please send your paper
tothe following... Thank you very much
and God bless your ministry. Enclosedisa
check. S. Adams
llinois, USA

Encouraged to Go On
Greetingsonceagaininthe nameofour
Almighty God! We are continuing in the
holy way. We are encouraged to go on
whatever we will be facing. The young
peopleare very encouraged and are faithful
inall the things that were entrusted to us.
We earnestly ask the saints to continue to
pray forus. Bro. Jonjon Villanueva
Philippines

Relieved of Sin!

Praisethe Lord! amrecently relieved
of sin! 1 would like to read the Gospel
Trumpetonaregularbasis. Please send it
toMr.and Mrs. Jim Recker. J. Recker

Wisconsin, USA

Tremendous Persecution
Dear brothersand sisters,
Greetingstoyou inthe precious name
of Jesus! I write thisemail to thank you for
sending me the Gospel Trumpetregularly.
Reading of Gospel Trumpetissorefreshing
tomy soulandenrichingtomy spiritual life.
We have been using the tracts you
sentusinthe past. If you have some more
and you can send itto me, we will surely
appreciate it. | am a pastor of the church of
God here in Kolkata, Indiaand oversee
another 565 churchesinnorthern India.
We are going through tremendous
persecution in one part of India called
Orissa. Upholdusinyour prayers. God is
stillworking to make His gospel known.
May He be glorified. Susanta
India
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How Much

SIN?

AdamClarke

be Christiansthatno man can be saved

fromsininthislife. Will these persons
permitustoask how much sin may we be
saved frominthislife?

Now, as He was manifested to take
away our sins (1 Jn. 3:5), to destroy the
works of the devil (1Jn. 3:8),and as His
blood cleanseth from all sin and
unrighteousness (1 Jn. 1:7, 9), is it not
evidentthat God meansthat believersin
Christshall be saved fromallsin? Forif His
blood cleanses fromall sin, if He destroys
the works of the devil (and sinis the work
ofthedevil),and ifhewho isborn of God
doesnotcommitsin (1Jn. 3:9), thenhe must
be cleansed from all sin, and while he
continues in that state, he lives without
sinning against God, for the seed of God
remainsinhim, and he cannotsin because
heisborn, or begotten, of God (1 Jn. 3:9).

How strangely warped and blinded by
prejudice and systemmust men be who, in
the face of such evidence as this, will still
dare to maintain thatno man can be saved
from his sin in this life, but must daily
commitsininthought, word, and deed, as
the Westminster divines have asserted.
Thatis, every manis laid under the fatal
necessity of sinning as many ways against
God asthe devil does through his natural
wickedness and malice; foreventhe devil
himself can have no other way of sinning
against God except by thought, word, and
deed.

Andyet, accordingtothese,and others
ofthe samecreed, “Eventhemostregenerate
sinthusagainst God as long asthey live.”
Itisamiserable salvoto say they donotsin
somuchasthey usedto do, and they do not
sinhabitually, only occasionally. Alas for
thissystem! Could not the grace that saved
them partially save them perfectly? Could
notthat power of God that saved them from
habitual sin, save them from occasional or
accidental sin?

Shall we suppose thatsin, how potent

I tismaintained by most who professto
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soever it may be, isas potent as the Spirit
and grace of Christ? And may we notask,
ifitwas for God’s glory and their good that
theywere partially saved, woulditnothave
beenmore for God’sglory andtheirgood if
they had been perfectly saved?

Butthe letterand spiritof God’s Word,
andthe designand end of Christ’s coming,
istosave His people from their sins.

Dr. Macknight, having stated that
purifieth is in the present tense, most
ridiculously draws this conclusion fromit:
“In this life no one can attain to perfect
purity. By thistext, therefore, aswell asby
1Jn. 1:8, those fanatics are condemned who
imagine they are ableto live withoutsin.”

Yes, doctor, the menyou call fanatics
do most religiously believe that, by the
grace of Christcleansing and strengthening
them, they can love God withall their heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and their neighbor
asthemselvesand live withoutgrieving the
Spiritof God, and without sinning against
their heavenly Father. And they believe

that, if they are notthus saved, itis their
own fault. Butablind man musteverbea
bad judge of colors.

4 N

he heresy of the Reformation
says, God savesusinoursins.
Protestantismgenerally agrees, but
the scripturesteach that God saves
usfromallsininthe hereand now.
Accordingly, righteousness is
not imputed, declared, or
positional, but real,
transformational. God cannot
declare afiction. His veracity or
truthfulness is such that He cannot
claim to impute a righteousness
that does notexistin fact. Thisis
the dispensation of grace, not law.
—Malcolm Lavender

/

Objections to a

Answered

F.G.Smith

Whenthedoctrine of salvation from
sinandaholy, sinless life is presented,
people frequently come forward with
certain objectionstothisstandard. Now,
so far as these objections are sincere,
based upon certain scripture texts, they
are worthy of consideration and
explanation; forwhenrightly interpreted,
they harmonize beautifully with the
general plan of redemption. Thereisno
contradiction onthissubjectin God’s
Wordwhenunderstood inrelationto His
progressive plan of salvation.

Objection One

“There isno manthatsinneth not.”
1Kings8:46. “Forthereisnotajustman
upon earth, thatdoeth good, and sinneth
not.” Eccl. 7:20.

ANSWER: These wordswere uttered
by King Solomon, who lived about one

thousand years before Christ, in the
dispensation when it was “not possible
thatthe blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Many men of
that dispensation possessed great faith in
Godand, considering the general standards
ofthose times, lived very good lives; hence
they were accepted by God on the ground
of their faith, when they conformed to the
highest standard of His revealed will.
Butthe experience ofthe newbirth, the
regeneration of the soul which makes men
“new creatures,” was notrealized inthose
days; hence people thendid not claim to
live without committing sin. The plan of
salvation fromall sinthrough Christ was
fromthe foundationoftheworlda“mystery”
whichwas “hid in God” (Eph. 3:9)...but
which inthe gospel dispensation “is made
manifestto Hissaints” (Col. 1:26)...The
prophets caughtaglimpse of thiscoming



redemption andwrote of it, though they did
notthemselvesexperienceit. Thisisclearly
stated by Peter, who wrote concerning
brethren in the new dispensation:
“Receiving the end of your faith, eventhe
salvation ofyour souls. Ofwhich salvation
the prophets have

itisnomore | thatdoit, butsinthatdwelleth
inme. | find thenalaw, that, when | would
dogood, evilis presentwith me. Owretched
manthat lam!”

ANSWER: Astudy of the entire chapter
shows clearly that the apostle was

condemnationtothemwhichare in Christ
Jesus, whowalk notafter the flesh, butafter
the Spirit. For the law of the Spiritof lifein
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sinand death. For what the law [of
Moses] could notdo, inthat itwas weak

throughthe flesh, God

inquiredand searched
diligently, who
prophesied of the
grace that should
come unto you:
Searching what or
what manner of time

Under the law, sin had dominion over the people. Under
grace, God’s people have dominion over sin. Under the
law, it might be said, “There is not a just man upon
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth wnot,” but under
grace, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.”

sending hisown Son
inthe likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin,
condemnedsininthe
flesh: that the
righteousness of the
law mightbe fulfilled

the Spirit of Christ

which was in them did signify, when it
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow. Unto
whom it was revealed that not unto
themselves but unto us they did minister
... 1Pet. 1:9-12.

Thismakesitclear thatthe experience
of salvationwhichwe receive through Christ
was notexperienced before His coming,
even by the prophets who wrote of it.

Those who deny the sinless life are
sureto quote Eccl. 7:20, which says that
“there is not a just man upon earth that
doeth good and sinneth not.” Butwhy do
they not quote 1 John 3:9, which says that
“whosoever isborn of God doth notcommit
sin?” Dothese texts appear contradictory?
Sothey are in statement, but they are not
contradictory in the plan of God, for
Solomonwrote under the old dispensation,
while John wrote under the new. The true
basis of harmony is found in the fact that
“the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleansethusfromallsin” (1John 1:7).

describing hisexperience under the law of
Moses, before he found Christ. He first
speaks of his infantile state, when he was
“alive without the law”—did noteven know
thatthe law said, “Thou shalt not covet.”
Afterward “whenthe commandmentcame”
to him, he says, “sinrevived, and | died”
(seeverses 7-13). Thislaw under which he
was brought upwas good inthat it defined
sinand revealed his conditionasanactual
sinner, butitdid notbringtohimdeliverance
and salvation fromsin; therefore he cried
out, “Owretched manthat I am!who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?”
Then he obtained a ray of hope and
answered the question himself: “I thank
GodthroughJesus Christour Lord” (verses
24, 25).

Thissin-experience wastheexperience
of Saul, the manwho zealously defended
the law and persecuted the church of God;
butimmediately following we have, in his
own words, the experience of Paul the
Christian: “There is therefore now no

in us, who walk not

after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”” Rom.
8:1-4. Reader, which doyou desire, the
experience of Saul, or the experience of
Paul? After he found deliverance fromsin
through Christ, he taught that Christians
areto live withoutsin. “Shall we continue
insin, thatgrace may abound? God forbid.
How shall we that are dead to sin live any
longertherein?” Rom.6:1, 2. “Forsinshall
nothave dominion overyou: Foryearenot
under the law, butunder grace” (verse 14).
Thislasttextclearsuptheentire matter.
Under the law, sin had dominion over the
people. Under grace, God’s people have
dominion over sin. Underthe law, itmight
besaid, “Thereisnotajustmanuponearth,
that doeth good, and sinneth not,” but
under grace, “Whosoever isborn of God
doth notcommitsin.” “The lawwas given
by Moses; but grace and truth came by
JesusChrist.” John1:17. Yea, “the grace of
Godthat bringeth salvation hath appeared
unto all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodlinessand worldly lusts, we should
live soberly,

Objection Two

Paul’s
experience in
Romans 7, where
he says: “I know
thatin me (thatis,
in my flesh),
dwelleth no good
thing: fortowill is
present with me;
buthowto perform
thatwhichisgood
I find not. For the
goodthat lwould |
donot: buttheevil
which lwould not,
that 1 do. Now if |
dothat lwouldnot,

Adom Clarke Comments on Romans Seven and Eight

Thedoctrine of the necessity of personal holiness, so clearly and strongly laid
downinthe former partofthis chapter [Romans 8], should be deeply considered by
every person professing godliness.

While fromthe seventh chapter they learn thatthey have an infected and morally
diseased nature, they should learn from the eighth that to destroy the work of the devil
was Jesus Christ manifested, and that no soul can be said to be saved by Jesus Christ
whoisnotsaved from hissins.

Whatafull proofisitofthe fallenstate of man, that there should be found persons
professing Christianity more ferventintheir pleadings for the necessary continuance
of indwelling sin, thanthey are for the mind thatwasin Christ.

The seventh chapter, because there are some expressions which, being
misunderstood, seemtofavorthisdoctrine, isread and incessantly quoted. Theeighth
chapter, though given by the same inspiration, yet because itso strongly shows the
necessity of being saved fromallssin, isseldomread and scarcely ever quoted!

righteously, and
godly, in this
present world.”
Why? Because
Christ  *“gave
Himselffor us, that
He might redeem
us from ALL

iniquity...” (Tit.
2:11-14).
That the sin-

experience
described in
Romans 7 was not
the experience of
Paul the Christian
atthetimewhenhe
was writing this
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chapter, isshown also by other facts. This
epistlewaswritten about the year AD 60.
Sixyearsbeforethistime, orin AD 54, he
was living amuch better life than that, for
he declared to the Thessalonian brethren,
“Yearewitnesses, and Godalso, how holily
and justly and unblameably we have
behaved ourselves among you that
believe.” 1 Thess. 2:10. Washeabackslider
atthetimewhen hewrote the Romanepistle?
No, for about that same year, AD 60, he
testified before acouncil, “I have livedinall
good conscience before God until thisday”

(Acts 23:1). And afew days later he said,
“Hereindo | exercise myself, tohave always
aconscience void of offence toward God,
andtoward men” (Acts 24:16). Neither did
he dishonor God and His cause by departing
into sin after this time, for in his dying
testimony, given aboutsix years later, he
said: “Thetime of my departureisathand.
I have fought agood fight, I have finished
my course, | have keptthefaith.” 2 Tim.4:7.

Objections based on certain other texts
of scripture (forexample, Romans 3:10) are
ofthis same general character, for almost

without exception they relate to Old
Testament conditions, not to the New
Testament standard of salvation.

The doctrine of sinning Christians
originates either in a perverse state of the
soul, orelseinatotal failure to understand
dispensational truth, for this last-named
fact disposes of all the objections to
holiness. A proper understanding of the
difference between the old covenantand
the new will forever settle the subject
concerning the presentrelation of God’s
people withsin.

The CALVINISTIC MIND
Continued from Page 1

Calvin was thus moved by the
compelling necessity to go publicwitha
defense for hisaction. Thishedid in the
springof1554.

Schaff states the following: “Calvin
feltitnecessary, therefore, tocome outwith
apublic defense of the death-penalty for
heresy, inthe spring of 1554. He appealed
to the Mosaic law against idolatry and
blasphemy, to the expulsion of the profane
traffickers from the temple-court (Matt.
21:12),and hetriestorefutethearguments
for toleration which were derived fromthe
wise counsel of Gamaliel (Acts5:34)...and
Christ’srebuke of Peter for drawing the
sword (Matt. 26:52). The lastargumenthe
disposes of by making a distinction
between private vengeance and public
punishment.”

If Calvin’stimes had been in Waco,
Texas, USAin 1993, aswith David Koresh,
instead of Genevainthe sixteenth century,
he would have been known as afanatical
cult leader rather than one of the greatest
theologians ofalltime.

Butwho will warn us of Calvinism?
Who of the cult/heresy watchers ever
warned anybody of the eternal dangers of
the “sinning Christian,”” and of John Calvin?

A Historic Note...

The Synod of Dort
Shortly after Arminius’ deathin 1609,
his followers drew up astatement of their
teachings, correcting theerror of Calvinism.
Their statement was known as the
Remonstrance, and their system of belief
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became knownas Arminianism. Thesegreat
worthies of the faith—scholars, saints—
brought to light the false doctrines of
predestination, atonementonly fortheelect,
andthatabeliever could notfall fromgrace
though livinginsin.

This Arminian/Calvinian controversy
led, essentially, to a State/Ecclesiastical
trial. Thus, the Synod of Dort convened at
Dortinthe Netherlands on November 13,

John Calvin, Heretic

1618totreat the differences thatexisted
between the Calvinistsand the Arminians.
The Remonstrants (Arminians) had lost
beforethey had even begun! They were not
introduced until December 6, 1618, nearly
a month into the sessions. Also, of the
delegates, the Calvinists far outnumbered
the Remonstrants—led by S. Episcopious—
who could not be delegates because a
certain Calvinisticoath wasimposed. After

154 formal sessions, 10 of these scholars
adjournedonMay 9,1619.

Aswas predetermined from the start,
Calvinism was upheld as the official
theological positionand became, inreality,
the “state-religion.” The theological
positionwas:

« Total depravity (Noability to respond
toGod, knownasradical depravity).

e Unconditional election (God
sovereignly decrees the salvation of the
electonly).

e Limited atonement (Christdied only
fortheelect;all othersare eternally damned,
including unelectinfants).

e Irresistible grace (Grace cannotbe
resisted by those for whom Christdied,
i.e.,theelectonly).

« Perseverance (Eternally secure apart
from responsibility or necessity for
righteousness).

Adjournmenthad silenced the debate
onthe floor, butthe demonic spirits, who
use men to teach, are not yet finished.
Further manifestation will again show of
whatsortthisdoctrinal systemis. Thus, the
same spirit that had killed fifty-seven,
banished seventy-six, and burned Michael
Servetustodeath in Genevaaround seventy
years earlier, engaged in some more
practical theology. Arminianism was
condemned, publicservicesforbidden, and
all Arminian ministers banished fromthe
Netherlands. Hugo Grotius, who had cast
hislotwith Arminiusearlier,wascondemned
to perpetual imprisonment, butescaped.
JohnVan Olden Barneveldt was beheaded
justdays after the Synod, May 14, 1619.

Thus, aswith Calvinin Geneva, the
political and demonic spirit of the
Reformation imposed its doctrines by
violence and bloodshed.



ANTINOMIANISM—

An Ancient Heresy

Religiontodayistaintedwitherror.
Onesucherrorisantinomianism,
which runs like athread through
many denominations. Itteaches thatsince
Christians are under grace, they are
therefore notunderalaw.

The termisderived from the words,
anti (against) and nomos (law).
Antinomianism is “an oppositionto law,
specifically, arejection of the ideathatthe
Christian’s life need be governed by laws
or rules.” (Concise Dict. of Christian
Theology.) “ltreferstothe doctrine that
themoral law isnotbindingupon Christians
asarule of life.” (Baker’s Dictionary of
Theology, p. 48.) John Agricola,
contemporary of Luther, “taught that
Christiansareentirely free fromthe law...He
took this ground from fear of works-
righteousness, wrongly thinking that
‘justification by faithalone’ demanded this”
(Ibid.pp.48-49).

McClintockand Strong’s Cyclopedia
states: “Antinomianismabsolutely withers
and destroys the consciousness of human
responsibility” (Vol. I, p. 265). “It
prophecies smooth things to the sinner
goingonin histransgressionsand soothes
to slumber and the repose of death the
soulssuchasareateasein Zion.”

“Antinomianism clearly goes back to
the time of the NT. Paul refutes the
suggestionthat the doctrine of justification
by faith alone leaves room for persistence
insin, and frequently inthe NT epistlesthe
view that the gospel condones

licentiousness is forthrightly condemned.
Such counterattacks make it evident that
antinomian views were current in the
apostolicage.” (The New International
Dictionary ofthe Christian Church.)

Dangerous Errors
of Antinomians

*Whilesalvationisafreegiftof God’s
grace, they fail to understand thatreceiving
itisconditional on obedience (Heb. 5:8-9).

e They do notdistinguish between the
Law of Moses which has been abrogated
(Rom. 7:4), and the law of Christ by which
Christians are now to govern their lives.
Thereisindeedalawthat God isexpecting
us to obey, as revealed in the New
Testament. Itis a “perfect law” (James
1:25). Sinisatransgression of the law (1Jn.
3:4). We will be judged by this law (Jn.
12:48; Rev.20:12).

* Notunderstanding the gospel of Jesus
Christ, they mistakenly embrace the errors
of Calvinism.

e Due to their wrong teaching, they
conclude that anyone who believes we
must actually obey the Word of God and
govern our lives by its mandates is
legalistic.

e Theydonotunderstand thatin this New
Testament dispensation, a Christian is
actually delivered from all sin and
empowered to live a holy life, and that
without this experience of real salvation,
people will be eternally lost. £

The doctrine of Calvinistic predestination is an unprecedented
evil laid to the charge of God, the God of justice, mercy, and
boliness. How did this hellish doctrine ever become tolerated
in the ranks of evangelicalism? Will evangelicals answer?

...When will Christians mark all sinning religionists and
debar them from the free spread of their dammnable doctrines?

Will Christians answer?

—Malcolm Lavender

The Conditional

Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, IF ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed.
John 8:31.

Yearemy friends, IF ye dowhatsoever
I command you. John 15:14.

Behold therefore the goodness and
severity of God: on them which fell,
severity; but toward thee, goodness,
IF thou continue in his goodness:
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.
Romans 11:22.

By which also ye are saved, IF ye
keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:2.

...topresentyou holy and unblameable
and unreproveable in his sight: IF ye
continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from
the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached to
every creature which is under
heaven... Colossians 1:22-23.

But Christ as a son over his own
house; whose house are we, IF we
hold fast the confidence and the
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the
end. Hebrews 3:6.

For we are made partakers of Christ,
IF we hold the beginning of our
confidence steadfast unto the end.
Hebrews 3:14.

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and
electionsure: for IF ye do these things,
ye shall never fall. 2 Peter 1:10.

Let that therefore abide in you, which
ye have heard from the beginning. IF
that which ye have heard from the
beginning shall remaininyou, ye also
shall continue in the Son, and in the
Father. 1 John 2:24. [

The Gospel Trumpet
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Bro. Daniel Eichelber

nce in grace, always in grace.
O Eternal security. Perseverance of

the saints. Once saved, always
saved. The appellations are several, but
they all refer to the same theological
misnomer: once a person comesto saving
faith, they can never thereafter eternally
fall orlose their salvation. Evenaperusal of
the scriptureswill reveal thisdoctrine to be
false. We have only space to consider afew
texts, but they are representative of the
entiretenor of the New Testamentteaching
onaconditional salvation.

Drawing Back Unto Perdition

“Now the justshall live by faith: but if
any man draw back, My soul shall have no
pleasure inhim. Butweare notofthemwho
draw back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul.” Heb.
10:38, 39.

We learn the following from these
scriptures:

1. Ajust (orjustified) person may at
some point “draw back”—may lose the faith
by which he lived unto God.

2. Such a drawing back as here
described may be “unto perdition,” that is,
unto eternal punishment. The Greek word
translated “perdition” is the same used to
describe Judas (John 17:12), the man of sin
(2 Thess. 2:3), and the fates of the ungodly
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(2 Peter 3:7).

3. Having a saving faith at one
pointintime does notguarantee the
perseverance of an individual, or the
final saving of the soul. Just as the
word “perdition” appliestoafinal state,
sothe “saving of the soul” of which
Paul here speaks refersto one’s final
salvation.

Fallen from Grace

“Christisbecome of noeffectunto
you, whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace.”
Galatians5:4.

Thisverse unequivocally tellsus
thatitispossibletofallfromgrace. You
cannot fall from something towhich
you have never attained. Some of these
Galatians had started out justified
through faith in Christ, butwere swept
up infalse teaching. Paul states their
subsequent trustin the works of the
lawwas a denial of their faith in Christ
andafall fromgrace.

Lestanyone should think this fall was
afall fromcorrectdoctrinal standingonly,
buthad no bearing onthe eternal welfare of
the people involved, or that the people
caughtupintheerrorhad nottruly been
saved inthefirst place, we need but review
other texts inthis epistle. Those effected
wereonce “called....intothegrace of Christ”
(1:6),had“received. . .the Spirit,” had “begun
inthe Spirit,” and had those among them
who ministered “inthe Spirit” and worked
miraclesamongthem (3:2-5). Indeed, they
were “all the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus,” and were “baptized into
Christ” (3:26,27). Theywere “sons” of God,
with the Spirit of His Son crying in their
heart, “Abba, Father” (4:6).

Yet, despite these things, some had
embracedafalseteaching (which Paul called
“another gospel™), propagated by those
who would “pervertthe gospel of Christ”
(1:6, 7). Paul, understanding the eternal
consequence of embracing any false
teaching, passionately wished the
deceiverstobe “accursed” (1:8,9)and“cut
off” (5:12). Why? Because it mattered what
the Galatians believed. Turning to the law
for justification was a denial of the person
andwork of Jesus Christ, inwhomthey had
beenjustified. And so hetellsthem “by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”

Whosoever builthisspiritual platform on
the law, after having renounced it by faith
in Christ, made himselfatransgressor (2:16,
18), frustratedthe grace of God (2:21), were
“pbewitched” to “notobey the truth” (3:1),
andwere fallenfrom grace.

Clearly, then, the teachingwhich states
“onceingrace,alwaysingrace” iserroneous
andwould have been foreign to Paul.

Broken Off Through Unbelief

“Thou wilt say then, The branches
were broken off, that | might be graffedin.
Well; because of unbelief they were broken
off, and thou standest by faith. Be not
highminded, butfear: For if God spared not
the natural branches, take heed lest He also
spare not thee. Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in His
goodness, otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off.” Rom. 11:19-22.

These versesscarce needany comment.
But, observe how faith can be exchanged
forunbeliefthat cuts one off-removesthem
from their spiritual state of grace. The
goodness of God to graftasoul into the
plan of salvation can be changedto severity
if one does not abide in His goodness.
How, then, can one who backslides, who
crucifiesthe Son of God afresh and does
despite unto the Spirit of grace, maintain
his connectionto Christ? Iscontinuingin
sincontinuing in God’s goodness? Ifsouls
who propagate the once-saved-always-
saved doctrine were only honest with
themselves! The severity of God, not His
mercy, abides on them that fall through
unbelief, if they continue in that state.

Thesewords of Paul harmonize exactly
withthe words of JesusinJohn 15:1-6. A
branchonce in Christcan certainly cease to
bearfruitand be removed. Andthusremoved
they become fuel for the fire. Can any
language be plainer?

Shipwrecked Faith

“Holding faith,and agood conscience;
which some having putaway concerning
faith have made shipwreck: Of whom is
Hymenaeusand Alexander; whom I have
delivered unto Satan, that they may learn
nottoblaspheme.” 1 Tim. 1:19, 20.

The instruction here is to hold the
faith...tokeepitinone’sspiritual grasp.



Why? Because one may lose it. And all
unbelievershavetheir partinthe lakewhich
burnswith fireand brimstone (Rev. 21:8).
Paul indicates that these two men at
one time held the faith and a good
conscience, i.e. were partakers of the truth.
Otherwise, they would have had nothing
withwhich to make “shipwreck.”

A Worse End

“For if after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is worse with
themthan the beginning. For ithad been
better for them notto have known the way
of righteousness, than, after they have

known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered untothem. But it
is happened unto them according to the
true proverb, The dog isturnedto hisown
vomitagain; and the sow that was washed
toherwallowinginthe mire.” 2 Pet. 2:20-22.

Now, can one who holdsto the tenants
of the once-saved-always-saved
persuasion justly conclude that the latter
end of one who returns to sin and
degradation is truly worse than his
beginning (his life before salvation)? Not if
he or she is true to the principles of that
doctrine. For if one can never fall from
grace, in spite of sins committed after
salvation, this passage does not make sense.
Butitunimpeachably teachesusthat one
may escape the corruptions of the world

THEDARK WONDERS

of

he Dark Wonders of Calvinisminthis

context have to do with doctrines
claimed that have no possible foundation
inreason, scripture, or experience and that
cannot be rationally explained, but are
paraded as orthodoxy demandinguncritical
acceptance, hence, Dark Wonders!
Calvinisticadvocates major instudied effort
torationalize the irrational, harmonize the
discordant, and attempt to adjust the utter
absurdities of their systemtoacceptancein
faithand reason. Thus, the Dark Wonders!

Dark Wonder #1: Though scripture
affirmsinnumerous contextsthat God loved
the world and that Christdied for all men,
the Dark Wonder says that God
“...extendeth or withholdeth mercy as He
pleaseth, for the glory of His sovereign
power over His creatures, to pass by
[euphemism for hate],and to ordainthemto
dishonor and wrath for their sins, to the
praise of His glorious justice.” [Oh the
wonder ofgod’s “glorious justice.”]

Dark Wonder#2: Calvinistsclaimthat
thereisasense inwhich Christdid diefor
all men; that He died sufficiently for all
men. Buthow can there be sufficiency in
Hisdeath for the non-elect when He did not
intendtodie forthem? Theanswerisinthe
Dark Wonder.

Dark Wonder#3: The Calvinistsherald
tothe world the good news, their best: the
gospel invitationextends acall to salvation
toeveryone, toall menwithoutdistinction.
Buttotheelectthereisaspecial inward
call thatis irresistible; while thereisan
outward general call, extended to the non-
elect, whichwill notbring sinnersto Christ,
towhichitisimpossible to respond. Itisof
interest that no Calvinisthasevergivena
scripture to show thatthe Holy Spiritgave
acall to sinners in the world context to
whichitisimpossible torespond.

Dark Wonder#4: The Calvinists boast
ofadefinite redemption. Christsavesall for
whom He died without fail whatsoever, we
aretold. Thus, God savesall He desiresto
save...andthatisnotall: He damnsall that
He does not desire to save, i.e., most of
humanity. ThusaCalvinistic Dark Wonder!

Dark Wonder #5: The Five Pointsare
each demonically designed to take
something of vital essence from the gospel
of Christ. Thisgospel of damnationsilently
drifts forth from the shades of hell with the
solace of false security and thetranquilizing
sleep of death.

Butalassleep on! Oh churchawake,
slumber not! Tell truth, the full truth, about
the Dark Wonders. M. Lavender

and know the way of righteousness, and
then turn fromthe holy commandmentand
faceaworse punishmentin eternity.

We challenge every honest soul to
read the Bible thoroughly. We could
multiply proof-texts, butthe ones submitted
here should be enough to overthrow the
eternal security position. A believer may
lose the faith, and consequently, hisor her
standingingrace. One’sstanding in Christ
ispredicated on hisabidingin Him. Ifan
individual goesback intosinafter believing,
he forfeits hisconnectionto Christ. And, if
he or she remains in such a backslidden
state till death, he will surely face the
punishmentofall ungodly and unbelieving
persons—the lake which burnswith fireand
brimstone. [

4 )

The Necessity of Holiness

“Without holinessnoman shall
see the Lord”—shall see the face of
Godinglory. Nothing under heaven
can be more sure than this, “for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”
And though heaven and earth pass
away, yet His “word shall not pass
away.” Aswell therefore might God
fall from heaven asthisword fall to
the ground.

No, itcannotbe. None shall live
with God but he that now lives to
God. Noneshall enjoy the glory of
God inheavenbuthe that bearsthe
image of God on earth. None thatis
notsaved from sin here can be saved
fromhell hereafter. None cansee the
kingdom of God above, unless the
kingdom of God be in him below.
Whoever will reign with Christin
heaven musthave Christreigningin
him on earth. He must have “that
mind inhimwhichwas in Christ,”
enabling himtowalk as Christalso
walked.

Andyetassureasthisis,andas
clearlyasitistaughtinevery part of
the holy scripture, there isscarce one
amongall the truths of God whichis
lessreceived by men. (L

—JohnWesley
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Who Are

THE ELECT?

Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

This is a subject of some debate in
theological circles. Some believe the
Calvinisticteaching thatonly acertain
number of people have been
unconditionally elected (or, chosen) by
Godfromall eternity to be saved, while
the rest of the human race are just as
unconditionally reprobated to eternal
damnation. Before we address this
guestion, however, we must consider
the followingtruth:

The call and offer of the gospel is
universal. One cannotread holy writ
and cometoany other conclusion. “For
Godso loved the world, that He gave
Hisonly begotten Son, thatwhosoever
believeth in Himshould not perish, but
have everlasting life.” John3:16.

Whosoever, without exception.
And note the magnitude of God’s love,
whichembraces not justaselect few,
butthe entire world!

Godis“longsuffering to us-ward,
notwilling thatany should perish, but
thatall should come torepentance.”

2 Pet. 3:9.
Allshould
come to
Whosoever repentance.
will, let him His will
take the embraces
t h e
water of life salvation
freely. of _ all
mankind.
—Jesus Christ “And
whosoever
will, lethim

takethewateroflifefreely.” Rev.22:17.

Now, if thisbe so, if God calls all
men, and is notwilling thatany should
perish, and is quite ready to save to the
uttermostany and all who choose to

believe, thenthe Calvinistic viewofelection
isfalse. John 3:16 alone (arguably the most
quoted verse inthe entire Bible) isenough
to fell the greattree of misunderstanding
concerningelection.

Who, then, are the elect? Since the
offerof salvationistoall men, itfollows that
allmen, iftheywill, may becomeapartofthe
elect. Thereisno other way to reconcile
election and the harmonious scriptural
testimony to the universality of the gospel
andthe free will of men.

“Electaccordingtothe foreknowledge
of God the Father, through sanctification of
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of
theblood of Jesus Christ...” 1 Pet. 1:2. The
elect are none other than those who are
obedient to the call of the gospel, have
come under the blood of sprinkling, and
have been sanctified through the Spirit.

“According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and withoutblame before
him inlove: Having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christto
himself, according to the good pleasure of
hiswill.” Eph. 1:4, 5. Butofwhomdoes Paul
speak? Ofacertainfew...heand ahandful
of Ephesians..."“usfour,andnomore”...to
the exclusion of everyone else? No, forwe
have already seen that the “good pleasure
of Hiswill” embraces all men—the world.
What then does Paul mean when he uses
such language?

God foreordained the plan of salvation
before the foundation of the world. His
omniscience foresaw both the fall of man
and hisredemption. Accordingly, Jesusis
called “the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world.” Rev. 13:8. His death was
foreordained. And, “Godwas in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Cor.
5:19. Inthissense alone all believers are

Z

“choseninHim” (Christ) fromall eternity.
Buttheactofbelievingisleftuptothe
individual. “Whosoever believeth.”
“Whosoeverwill.” Itfollows, then, that
whosoever does believe becomes a
partakerwiththe elect.

“Forwhomhedid foreknow, healso
did predestinate to be conformed to the
image ofhisSon...Moreover whom he
did predestinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also
justified: andwhom hejustified, them he
alsoglorified.” Rom. 8:29-30. Does this
not teach an infallible and exclusive
election? No, for as we have seen, God
isnot willing that any should perish.
Therefore, if Heistrue to Hisown will,
he would not design a man or woman
merely for the purpose of damnation.

God has predestined the means of
salvation. He callsall men. “For many
are called, but few are chosen.” Matt.
22:14.Why? Because, eventhoughthey
are called, they choose not to obey and
will not be made comformable to the
image of His Son. Butthose whoyield to
the call and are obedient, them He
justifies,etc. This passage cannot be
understood inany otherway. Otherwise
itcontradicts Matt. 22:14.

Salvationistruly thework of God
andnotof man. Man cannotwill or work
toearnit. Ittook the will and power of
Godtoaffectsogreataplan. And His
Word testifies abundantly that He
includesall meninthisplanand gives
themthe free choice to acceptor reject
His offer of grace. On the other hand,
Calvinistic election, which also
advocates unconditional reprobation,
fliesinthe face of the stated will of God,
His love forthe world, and His desire to
save whosoever will believe.

/)
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JACOB ESAU

“Itwas said unto her, The elder shall
serve the younger. Asitiswritten, Jacob
have I loved, but Esau have | hated.” Rom.
9:12-13.

The mother of Jacob and Esau was
told, “Two nationsare inthy womb, and
two manner of people shall be separated
from thy bowels; and the one people shall
be stronger than the other people; and the
eldershall serve theyounger.” Gen. 25:23.

The prophecy ofthe elder serving the
younger was not to Jacob and Esau as
individuals. Esau never did serve Jacob.
The prophecy was pertaining to the nations
that were to proceed from them. The
Edomites (the posterity of Esau) were at
times being broughtinto subjectiontothe
nation of Israel.

John Wesley states: “I have loved
Jacob—with a peculiar love; that is, the
Israelites, the posterity of Jacob. And |
have, comparatively, hated Esau—that is,
the Edomites, the posterity of Esau. But
observe, thisdoes not relate to the person
of Jacob or Esau. Nor doesitrelate to the
eternal state either of them or their
posterity. Thus far the apostle has been
proving his proposition, namely, that the
exclusion of a great part of the seed of
Abraham and of Isaac, from the special
promises of God, was so far from being
impossible, that,according to the scriptures
themselves, it had actually happened. He
now introduces and refutes an objection.
Malachi1:2-3.”

Barnes states that it was common
amongthe Hebrewsto use theterms“love”
and “hatred” in this comparative sense,
where the former implied strong positive
attachment, and the latter, not positive
hatred, but merely a less love, or the
withholding ofthe expressions of affection.
Compare Gen. 29:30-31, Pro. 13:24, Matt.
6:24, Lk.14:26,“Ifany mancometome,and
hate not his father and mother.”

Esauwas not predestined to be hated
of God, nor were hisdescendants. God is
no respecter of persons. His displeasure
fallsupon those, whether individuals or
nations, that are stiffnecked and
disobedient. —S. Mutch

Question: Aclassofpeople hereteachthat
apersononcesaved cannotbelost. Their
chiefprooftextisJohn10:28, ““And I give
untothemeternal lifeand they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them
outofmyhand.” Please explain.

Answer: Allof God’spromisesof spiritual
blessingsare conditioned expressly or by
implication. Theimplied conditionshere
arestrongly hintedtothe Greek readerin
the context by the use of the presenttense,
denoting continuance: “My sheep are
hearing my voice andthey are following
me.” Such persevering believers have
eternal life. Says Bishop Westcott: “Ifany
man fallsinhisspiritual life, itisnot from

want of divine grace, nor from the
overwhelmingpower ofadversaries, butfrom
his neglectto use thatwhich he may or may
not use. We cannot be protected against
ourselvesinspite ofourselves. Thedifficulty
inthiscaseisonly one form of the difficulty
involvedintherelationofaninfinitetoafinite
being. Thesense of the divine protectionisat
any momentsufficientto inspire confidence,
butnot to render effortunnecessary.”
Solongasobedientfaith continues, the
spiritual life continues, butwhen faith lapses,
thelife, whichmighthave beeneverlasting,
alsolapses. Thisisimpressively taughtinthe
parable of the vineinJohn 15:1-7. Fruitless
branchesofthetruevineareburned. Thereis
nootherrational exegesis. Daniel Steele

From Fletcher’s
Checks to Antinomianism

John Fletcher

Detestable Fruit

Believerswho commitadultery and murderare notgood trees, eveninanegative
sense, for they positively bear of the most poisonous nature. How then can either
their faith or their persons be evidenced a good tree by such bad fruit, such

detestable evidence?

While you putyour logic to the rack for an answer, | shall take the liberty to
encounter you a moment with your own weapons, and making the degraded
comparison of our twelfth article walk upon all four against you. | promise you that
ifyou canshow meanapple tree which bears poisonous crabs insummer, muchmore
one that bearsthem “inawinter season,” | will turn antinomian and believe thatan
impenitentmurderer has justifying faith and iscomplete in Christ’s righteousness.

The Genevan Delilah

Is it not strange that the enchanting power of Calvinian logic should have
detained us so long in Babel, where things so vastly different are perpetually
confounded? Is it not deplorable that when Mr. Wesley has the courage to call us
outof mystic Geneva, so many tongues and pens should be sharpened againsthim?
Shall foreign logic forever prevail over English good sense, and Christian brotherly

kindness?

Have we so “leaned toward Calvinism” asto be totally past recovery? And is
the balance between St. Paul’s and St. James’ justification lostamong pious
Protestants forever? O ye regenerate Britons, who have unhappily fallenin love with
the Genevan Delilah, “Awake! awake! putonstrength”and leap outofthearms
ofthatenchantress! If she rocks you asleep in her bosom, itis only to bind you fast
with cords of Antinomian errors, and deliver you up to the horrors of Antinomian
practices. Has she notalready cut off the locks, and put out the eyes of thousands?
And does not Samson publicly grind for the Philistines?
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Church of God Schools
(Kindergarten — Grade 12)

Upland, California
The Gospel Restoration Academy

Warsaw, Indiana
The Church of God Restoration Academy

Greenville, Ohio
The Church of God Academy

Benton, Ohio
Seventh Trumpet Academy

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Evening Light School

Honey Grove, Texas
The Church of God Restoration School

Bonduel, Wisconsin
Little Pilgrim Academy

Steinbach, Manitoba
Church of God Sunrise Academy

Aylmer, Ontario
Church of God Christian School

Germany
Christliche Schule der Gemeinde Gottes

Baja California, Mexico
Baja Church of God Mission School

Chihuahua, Mexico
Evening Light Christian Academy

Durango, Mexico
Church of God Evening Light School

Singing CD’s

I’m Gonna Keep on Workin’.....$7.00

TruthinSong.......cccccceveeeviieennnn, $7.00

The FountainlsFull................... $7.00

ANOINtEd.......ooveieereeeee e $5.00
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Did Godinfuse hardnessintothe heartof
Pharaoh as Calvinists would have us to
believe?Washeunconditionally foreordained
todestruction? Letus consider thisquestion
moreclosely.

Adam Clarke states, “All those who
have read the scriptures with care and
attention know well that God is frequently
represented in them as doing what He
only permits to be done. So because a
man has grieved His Spirit and resisted
His grace, He withdraws that Spirit and
grace from him and thus he becomes
bold and presumptuous in sin. Pharaoh
made his own heart stubborn against
God (Exo. 9:34), and God gave him up to
judicial blindness, so that he rushed on
stubbornly to his own destruction...He
did not immediately comply with the
requisition to let the people go and this
was done that God might have the fuller
opportunity of manifesting His power by
multiplying signs and miracles, and thus
impress the hearts both of the Egyptians
and Israelites with a due sense of His
omnipotence and justice.

“The whole procedure was
graciously calculated to do endless good
to both nations. The Israelites must be
satisfied that they had the true God for
their protector and thus their faith was
strengthened. The Egyptians must see
that their gods could do nothing against
the God of Israel. Thus their dependence
on them was necessarily shaken. These
great ends could not have been answered
had Pharaoh at once consented to let the
peoplego.

“Thisconsiderationalone unravelsthe
mysteryandexplainseverything...Nothing
in the whole of the subsequent account
authorizesustobelieve that God hardened
hisheartagainstthe influences of Hisown
gracethatHe mightoccasionhimsotosinthat
His justice might consign himto hell. This
wouldbesuchanactofflagrantinjusticeas

we could scarcely attribute to the worst of
men. Hewho leads another into an offence
thathe may have afairer pretence to punish
himforit,orbringshimintosuchcircumstances
thathe cannotavoid committing a capital
crimeandthen hangshimforit, issurely the
mostexecrable of mortals.

“What then should we make of the God
of justice and mercy should we attribute to
Himadecree by which Hehasdeterminedto
cutofffromthe possibility of salvationmillions
of unborn souls and leave them under a
necessity of sinning, by actually hardening
theirheartsagainstthe influences of Hisown
graceand Spirit, that He may, onthe pretext of
justice, consignthemto endless perdition?
...Neither the justice nor the sovereignty
of God can be magnified by them.”

Thisbeliesthe very character of God,
who is “notwilling thatany should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.”
2 Pet. 3:9.

Let us rightly divide the Word of
God. In the case of Pharaoh, we are
clearly dealing with a spiritual principle,
as the commentator has outlined. “He
that being often reproved and hardeneth
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed,
and that without remedy.” Prov. 29:1.
Pharaoh forsook his own mercy through
his obstinate resistance to God’s warnings
and thus hardened his own heart. One
cannot repeatedly resist the dealings of
God’s offered mercies, without it having
ahardeningeffecton hisheart.

“Whatif God, willingtoshowhiswrath,
andtomake his power known, endured with
much longsufferingthe vessels of wrathfitted
todestruction.” Rom.9:22.

God was long-suffering in allowing
Pharaoh to continue to stand despite his
obstinacy throughthe prior plagues. Through
Pharaoh’sown choices, he made himselfa
vessel of wrathand broughtdestructionupon
himself. God simply usedthistoglorify His
ownname. S. Mutch



Sleeping in Carnal Security

if faith alone turn the scale of
O justifying evidence at the bar of

God, howmany bold Antinomians
will claimrelationto Christand boast they
areinterested in Hisimputed righteousness!
Howmanywill say, withthe foolishvirgins,
“Lord! Lord! weare of faith,and Abraham’s
children. Inthy name we publicly opposed
all legal professors, traduced their teachers
asenemiestothyfreegraceand...todothee
service, made itour businessto expose the
righteousnessand cry downthe goodworks
ofthy people. Therefore...Lord! Lord! open
tous!”

But, alas! Far from thanking them for
their pains, without looking at their boasted
faith, He will dismiss them with a“Depart
fromme, yethatwork iniquity!” AsifHe
said: “Depart, ye that made the doctrine of
my atonement a cloak for your sins, or
sewed itasa...pillow underthearmsof my
people, to make them sleep in carnal
security, whenthey should have...worked
outtheir salvation with fearand trembling.
Y ou profess to know me, but | disown you.
My sheep | know, them that are mine |
know. The seal of my holinessisuponthem
all. The motto of it-Lethim that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity—is
deeply engraven ontheir faithful breasts,
not on yours, ye...carnal, ye sold under
sin!...Andwhy called ye me, Lord! Lord!
and did not the things which I said?

“Why did you even use my
righteousness as a breastplate, to stand it
outagainstthe word of my righteousness
andasanengineto break both tables of my
law, and batter down my holiness? Your
heartcondemnsyou, ye...sinnersin Zion!
Yesaltwithoutsavour! Yebelieverswithout
charity! Andamnot I...greater than your
heart? And...know I not...yourworks? Yes...I
knowthatthe love of God isnotinyou, for
you despised one of these my brethren.
How could you think to deceive me...the
Searcher of heartsand Trier of reins?

“And how did you dare to call
yourselvesby myname? Asif youwere my
people? my dear people? mine elect? Are
notall my peculiar people...partakersof my

John Fletcher

holinessand zealous of good works? Have
not I chosento myselfthe manthatis godly
and protested that the ungodly shall not
stand in judgment, nor sinners, though in
sheep’s clothing, inthe congregation of
therighteous? Andsay | notto the wicked,
though he should have been one of my
people, Lo ammi, Thou art none of my
people now...What hast thou to do with
taking my covenantinthy mouth? You
denied me inworks and did not washyour
hearts frominiquity inmyblood. Therefore,
accordingtomyword...I deny you, inmy
turn...before my Fatherand Hisholy angels.

“Perish your hope, ye hypocrites: and
utter darkness be your portion...ye double
minded! Let fearfulness surprise you, ye
tinklingcymbals! Letthe fall of your Babels
crushyou, ye towering professors of my
humblefaith! Fly, ye clouds withoutwater,
ye chaff. Fly before the blastof my righteous
indignation! Yeworkers of iniquity! Ye
satanstransformed intoangelsof light! Ye
cursed, depart!”

The 5 Points of Calvinism

Total Depravity—cannot
respondto God.

Unconditional Electior -elec:
onlysaved, all oth2rsda.nned
regardlessofw natui vy do.

Limite~ Atc aerent—Jesusdied
on! ferthe elect, all others
Jamned.

Irresistible Grace-theelectonly
areirresistibly saved, unelect
cannotbe saved.

Perseverance—once saved,
alwayssaved regardless ofthe
sin,evenincest.

1»—4[—1C'_]

Calvinism—

An Enemy of the Cross

Malcolm Lavender

Thereligiousdeceptioninfluenced
by a man-made doctrine of absolute
sovereignty insalvation hasblinded the
Calvinist to the obvious: God
initiates...man must respond. The
Calvinisticattempttoseparate man from
cooperationwith his Creatorto be saved
has cut them off from the conditional,
synergistic nature of salvation.

Thissystemhasthe dreadful effect
of severing bothadvocatesand hearers
fromthe inspiredtruthaboutsalvation.
Its damage toright thinking about the
power of the shed blood isunparalleled
inProtestantism—itsextent, itsconditional
nature for benefits, and its efficacy to
deliverfromsininthe hereand now. No
religioussystemin Protestantism leads
mankind further from God and deeper
into deception and darkness than
Calvinism.

What could distance one from God
furtherontheatonementthanthe claim
that Christdid notintend to die forall
men? What could lead one deeper into
deceptionand darkness than the claim
thatsalvationisabsolutely unconditional
andthatdeliverance from sindoes not
takeplaceinthe hereand now? Clearly,
Calvinismisareligionof man,aformof
godliness, denyingthe powerof God,an
enemy of the cross.

This is apostasy. Are there any
Christiansouttheretosay so? Theworld
and church oughtto be saturated with
awarenessabout Calvinism. Whereare
the Wesleyans? Where are the
Arminians? What ever happened to
“publishandconceal not” (Jer.50:2)? Let
ustelltheworld, tell the church. . .shout
itfrom the housetops!
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MEETING

REPORTS

Chihuahua, Mexico: We give thanks to God for His
wonderful and manifold blessings upon us during the meeting
here in Chihuahua, Mexico, August 10-17. Thisyear’s meeting
was the largest meeting of the church of God ever held in this
area. The United States, Canada, and England, as well as the
Mexican states of Zacatecas, Durango and Baja Californiawere
represented inthe meeting.

The presence ofthe children of the Shepherd’s Fold Children’s
Homein Baja California, provedtobeareal joy and blessing.

The preached Wordwas strongandanointed andwas responded
toby strong support fromthe congregationand by many seekers. It
movedthe saintstomore fully live for Godin preparationfor deathand
eternity andseriously challengedsinnersto dietothemselvesandthe
lifeofsin.

Nine were baptized. Numbers of visitors were present at
different times during the meeting. Once again, a prison
meeting was held in the city of Cuauhtemoc with inmates eager
for the saints’ return. We look for the Lord to continue working
in this area and augment the impact of this meeting on souls in
need of help. Bro. Benjamin Tovstiga

Durango, Mexico: Itiswiththankful heartsthatwe look back on
the Lord’s blessings upon His saints during the past meeting from
August21-24. Saints from Chihuahua, Zacatecas, Baja California, as
wellasCanada, the United Statesand Germany were togetherinunity,
enjoyingtheclear, precious Word of God.

Therewere numerousvisitors fromthe nearby Mexican ranchos,
andsurrounding Germanvillagesineveryservice. The peakattendance
ofvisitorsinasingleservicewas 110 people. Attheend of thisservice,
one of the Hispanic visitors that has been attending our regular
servicesforsometime, wastruly saved.

Thismeeting has caused another stir in the community. Please
pray that the seed sown would bring forth much fruit.

Bro. Isaac Thiessen

Wisconsin: Greetingsinthe name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Weare
very grateful for the meeting held in Wisconsin from August 28"to
September 1%. There were saints from Canada, and the states of Ohio,
Indiana, California,and New Hampshire inattendance.

The Lordwas graciousto anointthe singing and preaching,
blessing our soulsand the many soulswho cameto see. Wewereall
challengedto gird our loinsand press for higher ground with soul-
stirring messages fromsalvationtofighting the good fightof faith. We
areencouraged to live outwhatwe heard from heavenly places.

Wearethankful howthe Lord blessed the streetmeetingoutreach
in Milwaukee and Sheboygan. These areas were evangelized in
deeperwaysthroughsongandagreater presence of the saints. The
people here will never be the same.

We are looking forward to what the Lord will do in the
coming days here in Wisconsin and with a number of the
visitors that came back for more than one service and new
contacts that liked what they heard and saw. Please pray for our
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areathatthe Lordwouldblessinagloriousway bringing soulshome
toZion. Bro. Jeff Moser

England: Agospel company of 30travelled to Loughborough,
England, September 19-28. Weare grateful to God for blessing the
laboursthatwentforth inthis country another timeto bring the pure
gospel tothe multitudes, both in song and the preached Word.

Themeetingswere well attended and muchinterestwas shown.
Anumber desire another meeting, the dates of which will soon be
established, Lordwilling.

Streetmeetingswere held invariouslocalities, including Hyde
Parkinnearby London.

Pray for the dear ones in England and for the furtherance ofthe
gospelthere. Timeisshortand itisour fervent desire that God would
bring forthabountiful harvest of souls before the last trump sounds.

Bro. Daniel Layne

Ohio: The Lordrichly blessed the gospel meeting held herein
Greenville, Sept. 29to Oct. 5,2008. Hisanointingwas upon Bros. John
Redecop, Abe Redecopand Isaac Hildebrandtasthey preached with
the Holy Ghostsentdown from heaven.

The messageswere veryrich. Soulswere fedand challengedto
adeeper, moreintimate walkwith God. Allwere inspiredtolay aside
weightsthatwould slowonedowninthe Christianraceandtorunwith
fervoranddiligencethe race that is set before us.

Weare sothankful tothe Lord for using these brethrenand for
the abundant blessings that were poured out upon the saints during
the meeting. Wethank God for the rich anointing that was so strong
upontheservices. May the effects of the preached word continue on
ineach soul thatwas touched. In the Master’s service,

Sis. TamaraTinsman

Ontario, Canada: Greetingstothe saints of the Most High God.
Onceagainwearethrilled toreporttoyouthatthe Lord blessed in
avery special way the meeting we were privileged to have here in
Aylmer, OntariofromMonday, October 6ththrough Sunday, October
12th. Weare thankful for the attendance of the saints that came from
Manitoba, Germany, Mexico, Ohio, Wisconsin, California,and New
Hampshire.

Inholyreverencetothe Lordand Hisname, we feltlike Jacob of
old, “Surely Godisinthisplace.” We literally feltthe very presence
ofthe Lord in our midstoverand over again aswe heard messages
thatweredirectly sentdown fromheaven. Only eternity will reveal the
true value of thismeeting.

Thesaintswere strengthened and encouraged by the profound,
yetsimple messagesthatwere broughtforth. \We havebeenchallenged
torealizetheurgency ofthetime, toclaimthe promisesof God, tohave
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, to mind the little things, to forget
the past,and muchmore.

Weare very thankful forwhatthe Lordisdoing inthese lasttimes,
inequipping us, Hissaints, and preparing us for heaven.

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt



Tracts & Booklets

Booklets
$1.50 A Spiritual Shaking (From Birth of a Reformation)
$0.50  Accusations — Their Cause and Cure
$2.00  Adventures in the Land of Canaan
$1.30  Bible Humility
$1.00 Do Christians Sin? (Let the Scriptures Speak)
$1.30  Dress — An Issue of the Heart
$ .50  Examining Loopholes for the Remarriage of Divorced Persons
$1.30  He Lifted Me Out — English, Spanish & German
$1.75  Heavenly Life for Earthly Living
$2.25  How to Live a Holy Life
$1.50  How to Resist the Devil
$1.50  Life Sketches of Mother Sarah Smith
$1.00  Must We Sin?
$1.30  Prophetic Symbols
$2.00  Rays of Hope
$1.30  Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks
$1.30  That Men Would Be Men
$1.30  The Church of God, What it is and What it is Not
$1.50  The More Abundant Life
$1.75  The Ordinances of the New Testament
$0.50  The Seventy Weeks of Daniel
$1.30  What the Bible Teaches on Sanctification
$1.50  Why the Millennial Doctrine is Not Biblical
$1.00  Women in the Ministry
Tracts — price shown is per 100
$3.00 A Secret Rapture?
$1.00  Are You Ready?
$3.00  All This I Did For Thee
$2.00  Breaking the Silence
$4.00  Common Excuses for Sinning Refuted
$3.50  Concerning Women in Ministry
$2.00  Consider Your Ways
$3.00  Death: It Happens Every Day
$3.50  Homosexuality—An Abomination to God
$3.00  How to Be Saved
$1.00  If Jesus Came to Your House
$3.50  If You are Not a Christian, Why Not?
$4.00  In Defense of Paul and His Gospel or Do Christians Sin?
$2.00  Mary’s Command for Catholics
$3.00  Please Do Not Go to Hell
$4.00  Questions on Baptism Answered
$3.50  Salvation — English, Spanish & German
$3.50  Scriptural Proofs Against the Modern Tongues Theory
$3.50  Sounding Forth of the Seventh Trumpet
$4.00  The Antichrist Defined & Exposed by God’s Word
$1.00  The Church of God (What it Stands For)-English & Spanish
$4.00  The Great Tongues Delusion
$3.00  The Look of Today
$3.50  The Woman’s Covering
$2.00  Triad of Error
$3.50  Voices from the Church on Dress
$1.00  Wesley and Finney Distressed
$1.00  Who We Are
$2.00  Why I Am Not a Protestant
$3.00  You Must be Born Again

*Prices shown are the suggested donation.
*Postage is additional.

CONTACTS

Alaska, USA: Bro. & Sis. Sims
California, USA: Bro. Daniel Layne

Illinois and Wisconsin, USA:
Chicago:  Bro. Patrick O’Shea Sr.
Sheboygan: Bro. Jeff Moser
Bonduel: Bro. Allen Bontrager

Indiana, USA: Bro. Steve Hargrave

Ohio, USA:
Greenville:
Benton:

Bro. Ray Tinsman
Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

Oklahoma, USA: Bro. Gary Boevers
Texas, USA: Bro. Johnny Friesen

Manitoba, Canada:
Bro. Jacob Braun
Bro. John Redecop

Ontario, Canada: Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Germany:
Meinersen Kr. Gifthorn:
Bro. Alexander Kéhm
Kdénigsbach-Stein Kr. Pforzheim:
Bro. Viktor Dietrich
Neuenstadt-Stein Kr. Heilbronn:
Chapel

Mexico:
Baja California: Mission House

Chihuahua: Bro. Ben Dyck
Durango: Bro. Isaac Thiessen
Zacatecas: Bro. Jacob Zacharias

Nepal: Bros. Binod Mandal, Reuben Patel
Philippines: Bro. Severino Villanueva Jr.
Kenya, Africa:

62 Congregations: Chuka, Eldoret, Embu, Kitui
Mbeere, Meru South, Nakuru, Nyeri, Western

(907) 376-7133
(909) 985-5759
(262) 652-7517
(920) 627-2683
(715) 758-6748
(260) 456-4593
(765) 468-7373
(330) 674-2987
(405) 396-9359
(903) 378-3097
(204) 326-5338
(204) 320-2694

(519) 765-2331

(05372) 67 66
(07232) 66 12
(06264) 92 62 20
(646) 173-6464
(625) 584-1250
(677) 879-4572
(433) 983-2891

Kathmandu

San Jose City

Bros. Bonface Munzaa, Simon Mutinda
, Machakos,
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Upcoming Meetings

N7

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
November 24 — 30

Africa
December 4 — 15

J

Z

Thishymnal offersold

familiar favorites of the saints
aswellas newrenderings by
restoration songwritersalong
withhymnsinGermanand
Spanish.

May God bless the singing
ofthesetruthsinsongin
everyassembly ofthe saints.

Ohio
February 1 — 8
- Gospel Trumpet Hymns
California Hymnal of the Church of God
March 16 — 22
Available through The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co.
Germ any Phone (937) 548-9876 or email editor@thegospeltrumpet.com
Apri I 10 —_ 16 The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Company is not affiliated with or sponsored by Warner Press, Inc., or church
of God Ministries, Inc., which previously published copyright protected materials including hymnals and
\_ / hich remain n exisence and oy contning brand. recognition and sopyright potection.
s Z
*The Gospel Trumpet can be viewed in its entirety on our website. *Listen to Gospel Trumpet radio online.
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