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Examining LLoopholes

for the

Remarriage of Divorced Persons

almost be classified as an endangered

species. A popular movie several years
ago was entitled “The Last Married Couple.”
Each decade divorce is easier to come by in
many states. And we never know when we
will find out about some other couple who is
getting a divorce. Most of us in our own
immediate families have someone involved
in adivorce-remarriage situation. Surely itis
important that the church speaks clearly on
what the Bible has to say about divorce and
remarriage. We must decide whether we stand
on the New Testament passages which deal
with the subject, because there is much diver-
sity of thought.

DivorcesinJesus’ day could be had very
easily. The Pharisees came to Jesus and asked
what His opinion was of this question, and He
answered them (Matt. 19:4-5) by going back
to Genesis and quoting from Gen. 2:24, “And
said, For this cause shall a man leave father

In our day the marriage covenant could

and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and
they twain shall be one flesh.” That is God’s
ideal of marriage. That is the original plan,
and you will note that there is no room for the
ending of marriage.

Today more and more marriages are
ending in divorce. What has happened? Has
God’s ideal for marriage changed? The pri-
mary reason for the change, in my judgment,
is because the church has let down its stand-
ards concerning divorce and remarriage. We
have tried to make the Bible applicable to our
day and that is always a mistake. We must
seek to make our day accord with the mes-
sage of the Bible. As we become involved in
evangelism, we get into some very sticky
situations. We call for conferences and dis-
cussions and studies on the subject, trying to
see if there is a way to interpret the scriptures
so that there are some “loopholes” that would
allow divorce and the remarriage of divorced
persons (whose partners are still living). Many

in the church have pussy-footed around with
this issue and have said, “God can cure an
alcoholic; God can cure a drug addict; God
can take away a prostitute’s desire—but oh
my—if there has been a marital problem that
leads to separation, you can’t expect a young
wife to go through life without a husband.”
And so the search for loopholes continues.
We want to examine some of the loopholes
that have been presented in recent years in an
attempt to justify the remarriage of divorced
persons.

1. The Exception Clause Found at Two Places
in the Book of Matthew.

Matt. 5:32 says, “Whosoever shall put
away his wife, sav-

ing for the cause of

fornication, .
causethhertocom- It is not
mit adultery; and 9
whosoever shall dll)O?"Cé,
marry her thatis di- but deatb,
vorced committeth

adultery.” Matt. that ends
19:9 repeats the .

same exception. AUAZHAI LS
The exception

clause (“except it

be for fornication”) is usually understood to

mean that divorce and remarriage is okay if
Continued on Page 8
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Editorial

I recently came upon an article in a popular “Chris-
tian” magazine titled, “When to Separate What God Has
Joined.” (The title alone hints at the deviation from the
Word of God.) While we understand there can be certain
circumstances that will make a separation necessary, the
Bible makes no allowance for divorce and remarriage as
did this article.

I groaned in my heart when I considered the many
precious souls that would become ensnared in that trap of
Satan as a result of the errors written in that publication.
Oh, what damage Babylon is doing to souls! What untold
damage! How many eternity-bound souls received coun-
sel from “preachers” that, “considering their circum-
stances,” divorce and remarriage was permissible? Is it
any wonder that God said, “I am against the prophets...”
Yes, againstthem! Read Jeremiah 23:30-32. The prophets
“say, He saith...and cause my people to err by their lies,
and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded
them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith
the Lord.”

Let it be known that this Gospel Trumpet publication
is not dedicated to tickle itching ears or to please the
multitudes that are intent on making a way for the flesh.
Whether it is popular or not, we intend to use ‘“great
plainness of speech” (2 Cor. 3:12) in an effort to awaken
the deceived multitudes. Though false prophets seek to
make people more comfortable in the flesh, we are far
more concerned about preparing their eternal souls for the
Judgment shock. It is time people looked at the Word of
God in the light of a very real eternity and stopped making
excuses for both low-living and low-preaching.

If you desire soft, effeminate, lukewarm, compromise
religion, this publication is not for you.

Our prayer for this coming year is that God will heat
up the message and the messengers, expose the works of
darkness wherever they are found, and save multitudes out
of sin and sectish deception.

May all of the truly redeemed—that truth-loving, trans-
lated host that are unspotted from the world—join with us
in prayer for the swift advancement of the work of God. sm

/ Change of Address? \

Kindly let us know so we can update our mailing list. This also
\ saves on postal costs incurred by returned mail. J

The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co. is registered as a
charitable organization in the USA. Please request a
tax receipt for donations, if so desired.

This work is supported through free-will offerings.
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A Great Help

Praise the Lord! Greetings to you
from Myanmar. I am so pleased and glad
for receiving your magazine May - June
2007, which is the Gospel Trumpet. It is
a great help for my spiritual life. I came
to know much of your ministries. I would
like to pray with you for the expansion of

God’s kingdom on this earth.
Bro. James
Myanmar

Publication is Fascinating
Dear Sis. Mutch,

Your publication is quite fascinating
to me. I was particularly challenged by
“Beware of All Honey’—the letter from
John Wesley printed in the current issue.
Also deeply interesting was the article,
“An Exclusive Christ,” by D.S. Warner.
I am wondering if you could provide me
with bibliographic information on that
piece.I’m curious whereitis found among
other published works of D.S. Warner.
Thank you for whatever help you can be
on that matter. J. Dudley

California, USA

Heart-changing Experience
Praise the Lord! I am thankful to be
saved! I am glad to say I had a heart-
changing, soul-cleansing experience. Oh,
I had sin piled upon sin, guilt upon guilt,
shame upon shame. I had never heard a
real salvation message, but the Lord was
faithful and came and visited me, not
once, but many times. I would reject Him
time and time again, but oh, the love
Jesus had for my soul! What mercy!
One night the Lord let me feel so bad
and terribly miserable I just got out of bed
and went outside. I thought I needed to
get away from all this. I thought maybe
the best thing would be to take my life,
but before I got that far somehow the
Lord got a hold of me and I got down on
my knees behind a little building. Now, 1
didn’t really know how to pray. I was in
a religion that prayed out of a book. We
recited prayers that were written hun-
dreds of years ago, but this particular
night I just knelt down and prayed from
my heart. It wasn’t a long, fancy prayer.
It was a simple prayer, something like
this: Jesus, Ineed help; Jesus, I know you

are the only One that can help me. Please
save me! I was so sorry for what I had
done to Him all those years. Jesus saw the
sincerity of my heart and saved me. Oh,
glory to God! And it keeps getting better.

The Lord then was so faithful to us
and showed us we needed to come out of
the false religion and confusion we were
in, so we did. The Lord allowed us to go
through some more things before He
brought us in contact with the saints.

The saints came and held a meeting
in Bonduel, Wisconsin (where we were
living at the time), and oh, what a glori-
ous day! We have come home to Zion at
last. I am glad to say I have taken a firm
stand in this present restoration; this last
move of God. I am so privileged to be a
part of the work of God, a lively stone in
this spiritual house.

Saints, I ask that you would pray for
me that I would be all the Lord is calling
on me to be. Bro. Lester Bontrager

Ohio, USA

Tracts for Study
Greetings to you in His holy name!

I write this letter to first of all intro-
duce myself. My name is Rev. Susanta
Patra and I pastor the very first Church of
God in Asia. Our founder, A.D. Khan,
was converted from Muslim background
many years ago even before my birth. I
am deeply involved in Pioneer Evange-
lism and church planting. There are 603
churches under my care.

I am writing to request you to please
send one piece of the following tracts for
my study... Thanking you,

Susanta Patra
India

Desire to Serve the Lord
Dear Bro. Daniel,

Greetings in Jesus’ name! By the
grace of God and all of your prayers, we
all are fine here in Nepal, hoping same to
you all over there. I specially thank the
Lord even though I am an empty vessel,
He selected me for His work in this land.
Thave a great desire to serve the Lord full
time.

Bro. Daniel, we have 30 children
continuously coming in all of our meet-
ings at present. We are not able to take

more now because the place where we
are doing our service is small. But we are
planning to take as many as we can
whenever we shift to another place
nearby. By much prayer we have decided
to keep the name of our children’s centre
as “The Church of God International
Academy, Kathmandu, Nepal.”

At this moment, we are conducting
our devotional meeting among 50 to 60
believers each Saturday. Because of this
immediately we have to hire other suffi-
cient place. They neither easily stand nor
sit for prayer. I hope and pray you under-
stand the situation whichI am facing here
in these days.

Please pray for the blessing of par-
ents’ meeting which started from today
till Thursday from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. in our
meeting hall. Again, I thank you for your
valuable prayer which you are doing for
us. Please pray for myself and others
over here in Nepal so that we can do His
work with His great fear and intelligence.
May the Lord bless you all. Bro. Binod

Nepal

| Enjoyed Articles
Dear Editor,

Please add me to your mailing list for
bi-monthly editions of The Gospel Trum-
pet magazine. Thank you so much! I
have enjoyed articles out of past maga-
zines of The Gospel Trumpet that a friend
has shared with me in the past. God bless!

G. Myers
Missouri, USA

Getting Gospel Trumpet
Sis. Susan Mutch,
I am regularly getting the Gospel
Trumpet. Thank you. N. Kurrle
Paraguay

Youths are Spiritual
Beloved Editor,

Your last issue July to August is
meant to provoke the readers unto good
work. Your youths are indeed spiritual.
May the good Lord continue to bless His
work.

Youreditorial commentis also noted.
I pray all those who claim to be elders/
pastors whose children constitute a dis-
appointment to the same course to so
preach should understand read and un-
derstand what you mean. I will endeav-
our to photocopy the magazine and send
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as many young people as I reach.
Please, remain encouraged. Some
people are being sustained by your gos-
pel. Thanks for sending them.
Okike Ogbonnaya
Nigeria

I Receive Spiritual Blessings
Thank you for sending the Gospel
Trumpet. My thoughtful neighbors signed
me up to receive it a couple of years ago.
Please accept the enclosed donation to
help cover printing and postage...and
know that I receive spiritual blessings
from each issue. Bill Sebastian
Texas, USA

Stood Out from the Crowd

I had the pleasure in hearing you all
sing while I was on holiday in Canada. I
was visiting the Niagra district when you
all really stood out from the crowd. I was
very impressed by how smart the chil-
dren were dressed and how polite they all
were. Forgive me for saying at first 1
thought you were from the Amish com-
munity until one of the elder girls told me
you were from the church of God. Do you
have similar beliefs to them, as your
dress code is the same? Do you have the
same practice of living without electric-
ity, cars, etc.?

I live in Istanbul, Turkey. I am of
Irish Catholic origin, and I shall be telling
my friends about the wonderful time 1
had in Canada and how I had the experi-
ence of meeting and seeing for me a very
different group of people who sang like
angels and who definately had God in
their hearts. Keep up the good work.

K. Denizeri
Turkey

Determined to Seek for Souls

Greetings in His name! The Lord
was continuously helping us to labor for
souls. Accordingly, we had continued
visiting in Habitat, Tayabo, and in the
village near us. We had Bible studies
during the whole week...

Last Sunday we were able to invite
some visitors in our service. Mrs. Simeona
and Mrs. Lydia attended and also the
highschool classmate of my wife. May
the Lord bless the seed that was sown.
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We are always pressing, though the
love of many may wax cold we are deter-
mined to seek for souls that are lost. The
saints here were starting to see where
they stand. It was the Lord’s doing. Sal-
vation is the mostimportantthing. Please
continue praying for us that we always
hold fast in the faith.  Bro. Villanueva

Philippines

Rejected Charismatic Spirit

Thank you for your commentary
about “modern day” tongues. My hus-
band and I have rejected that charismatic
spirit and have had many difficult times
since. At times, we doubt our decision
and after reading your site...I am encour-
aged. Have youeverheard of anyone else
having years of difficulty when opposing
that spirit?

Thank you again for taking the time
to write your interpretations.

Beth, Website

Wonderful Ministry
I must say how thankful I have been
over these past years to receive the Gos-
pel Trumpet for free of cost; cannot be
bought and is there for all who believe.
Thank you very much and may God’s
abundant blessing be upon all of you and

this wonderful ministry.
Sis. Vicky Santos
Philippines

Brought Me Home

“Take fast hold of instruction; let her
not go: keep her; for she is thy life.” Prov.
4:13.

Oh, I thank God He has brought me
tomy mother (Gal. 4:26), who is instruct-
ing me in the way of truth and righteous-
ness. Praise the Lord that He didn’t leave
me to flounder in the wilderness of sect
confusion, but has brought me home to
Zion, where I can receive the help I need
for my soul. I appreciate so very much
the preaching of the pure Word of God. It
has been manna from heaven to me—
pure, wholesome bread to my soul that
was starving in false religion.

At our first meeting of the saints in
Dec. 2004, I could hardly believe my
ears. I was thrilled to hear—for the first
time in my life—true preaching under the

anointing of the Holy Ghost. At first I
thought, “They must have sent their best
preacher.” I was so thankful to discover
soon that there were not just one or two
“good preachers” among the saints (as
we were used to among the Amish) but
that it was the presence of God which
truly fed the soul!

I am grateful how the Word keeps
coming forth with clarity and heat, burn-
ing up the dross in my own experience
and cleansing the church of all things that
are impure and a hindrance to the work of
God.

I thank God for His great mercy and
love to me in saving me from the awful
path of sin and self-destruction I was on.
It is with great joy that I follow this
narrow way. It is not grievous, as some
would think, but truly liberating, for “if
the Son [has made] you free, you [are]
free indeed!” John 8:36.

I am so very glad to be a part of what
the Lord is doing in this end time—glad to
be a part of the army Ezekiel speaks of,
and by the grace of God I will never break
rank or retreat. Please pray for me that I
will ever be faithful.

Sis. Verna Bontrager
Ohio, USA

Preach the Gospel in Pakistan
Dear Bro. Layne

Dear sir, yesterday I received The
Gospel Trumpet magazine. That is very
kind of you to add me in your mailing list
and subscribe me to your teachings.

I request that when you plan sched-
ule for next year’s outreach, please sir,
plan for Pakistan and give me this oppor-
tunity to host you. I would like to invite
you and your missionaries in 2008 to
preach the gospel in Pakistan. God bless
you. Bro. S. Masih

Pakistan

Your Care for Souls

In the name of Jesus Christ I want to
thank you, brothers and sisters, for your
care about souls; to encourage those that
are saved and to bring those that are in
darkness to the light of the gospel.

I received the Gospel Trumpet and
am very glad that you are still keeping my
address. As on wings of God this enve-
lope came to my door. Now we have a
new address...

We are just a small group here. We



pray that God would keep us in the purity
of His Word.

I am a widow and 85 years old. I am
glad forthe workin God’s field. ITim 5:5
— this I long to keep.

I live together with my handicapped
son, whois deaf, but he is able toread and
write. If possible please send us tracts
and literature. Sis. Lisa

Kazakhstan

| Have a Resolve

Praise the Lord! I am blessed indeed
to be saved and in the living church of
God. I am so very encouraged to keep
walking in the narrow way and ever want
to do so until my last breath.

Through the conference line, I was
listening to the service at Ohio, on Oct.
20th. Sis. Elizabeth Strizu’s preaching
put a deeper press in my soul to keep on
being diligent in the midst of trials in my
life. It’s these very trials that are really
helping me be stronger—more victori-
ous—and truly fitting me for heaven.

I have a resolve within my soul to
gain ground with every test the Lord
allows me to go through. He knows what
is best for me and I am thankful I can trust
Him with all my heart. I can sing whole-
heartedly with the hymn: “I am learning
how to trust him with my life and for all
things; And my spirit, filled with glory,
in exceeding gladness sings.”

Saints, there is adetermination within
my soul to make it all the way, and I ask
that you please pray for me to be stead-
fast in the faith and growing stronger
with each trial. Also, that the Lord would
help me do my partin the body. May God
be praised for His constant care and keep-
ing of my soul.

Greatly encouraged in the Lord,
Sis. Nancy Maynard
Alaska, USA

Persecution is Increasing
Loving greetings in Jesus’ precious
name. [ am once again thanking the Lord
for this wonderful time of communica-
tion with your esteemed presence. Dear
elders, I request you to kindly pray as the
persecution is increasing day by day in
our region. The anti-Christian elements
are at large. We have been prohibited to
enter into some of the villages where we
have started church plantation. However,
we are not stopped by hearing their

threatenings. We need your prayers and
financial support at this juncture.
Please pray and take part in this
ongoing work. There is no time, the en-
emy is pouncing behind us. Stand behind
us to push and encourage us. Looking
forward for an early reply in this regard.
Y. Benjibab
India

Don’t Want to Miss a Word
I am requesting an address change. I
have moved to a new location and do not
wish to miss a word. D. McConnell
Louisiana, USA

Reach the Unreached
Dear Bro. Daniel,

Greetings in Jesus’ name. The work
of the Lord is up to date and blessings are
spreading all around. Lord’s work in
Pakistan is flourishing and members of
our congregations are increasing. Litera-
ture and correspondence school works
are now spreading in many areas and we
have won many souls for our Lord. Last
Sunday we baptized 22 people. Two peo-
ple are now helping us in preaching. This
is all because of the literature you sent
and the mercy of our Lord.

All the members of the church of
God in Pakistan are thankful to you for
helping us. This is our prayer that God
may help you to reach the unreached.
Brother, please keep the Lord’s work in
Pakistan in your personal and congrega-
tional prayers. Asher Kaleem

Pakistan

Glad to Hear from You

I am very glad to hear from you, and
I’m always thanking God for your life...
I desire to receive your bi-monthly
holiness paper. Please if it can be possi-
ble that we get it in French also. Please
we want to hold crusade in the month of
November, so if can be possible for you
to send us the tracts in French for the

evangelism. May God bless you!
J. Gnofam
Togo

Encouraged by Your Invitation
Dear Bro. Layne,

Greetings from the church of God in
India. We always remember youin prayer
and we are pursuing the teaching from
your materials, but require more of your

materials regularly that we can be in
same teaching and leadership to bring
oneness to all our local churches in our
locality, to build up of the body of Christ.

All our churches arein villages. Many
orphan children also in our churches.
Pray for them. Many of our youth want to
train up for the full time ministry. Kindly
pray for their needs, and also pray for
children ministry training we are doing
for one month.

I am very much interested to attend
the Germany or USA meeting to see the
practical church life and meet all the
saints. All our churches in India are very
much encouraged by your invitation, and
my heart is full of joy, eagerly waiting
see it come to pass. I am so glad I spoke
with you over the phone, my Bro. Daniel.
May the peace of Christ be with you and
all the saints there.  Bro. Saroj K. Hial

India

Like to Receive Trumpet
I'would very much like toreceive the
Gospel Trumpet please. J. Robbins
Washington, USA

A Valuable Thing

Dear Bro. Daniel Layne,

Brother, I am happy through seeing
your email. I have received copy of The
Gospel Trumpet. This was very useful to
me. It was a valuable thing.

I invite you to come to India. If you
are not able to come, please send any
person in behalf of you. Brother, please
pray and make plans to come to India
definitely. Please remember us and our
work in India. Waiting for your early
reply. Bro. V. Padma Rao

India

Want to Work Together

Greetings in Jesus’ name from
Yangon, Myanmar. I hope you and your
ministry are going well. By the grace of
God our family and ministry are going
well.

Thank you so much for your Gospel
Trumpet. It is a great blessing for our
ministry and our life. Thank you for you
serve all the world for the Lord Jesus
Christ. We really want to work together
with your mission in Myanmar. Please
send us again your materials. Thank you.
God bless you. Bro. H. Ling

Myanmar
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The IMportance
of Right Doctrine

Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

“I have not written unto you because
ye know not the truth, but because ye
know it, and that no lie is of the truth.” 1
John 2:21.

There is acommon belief held by the
majority of professing Christians today
that truth is subjective, that there is great
latitude for variations of scriptural un-
derstanding. We may all get along, re-
gardless, if we simply believe in Christ.
Consequently, doctrinal preaching and
teaching is not that important. Preach
Jesus and that is all. This is a great
mistake and one not supported by one jot
or tittle of scripture.

Thank God, we have a better founda-
tion and ““a more sure word of prophecy”
than such watered-down nonsense. John
wrote to people in his day that knew the
truth. Not “a” truth, or “some” truth, but
THE truth. And he contrasts this word
truth with another one not found in reli-
gious vocabulary today—the word lie. In
the spiritual sense, there are but these two
words; nothing is subjective. John sets
this forth clearly. And those who know
the truth in our day, as surely as those
who did in his, know for certain that no
lie is of the truth.

Every false doctrine carries an eter-
nal consequence for the one who es-
pouses it, no matter how sincerely it is
believed. The Lord will judge us, not by
our good inclinations, but by our faithful-
ness to His Word. Lies prejudice the
mind against those who believe and es-
pouse the truth. Is it any wonder why
sectarians dislike the message of the
church of God? She is the “pillar and
ground of the truth” and does not apolo-
gize for being so. Sects freely admit they
are not the one church spoken of in the
scriptures, which embraces all believers
in heaven and earth. In this they speak
truth, but their belief is a lie, for it does
not produce the desire for such a visible
unity. But the church of God proclaims
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her scriptural status boldly. Her minis-
ters will fearlessly preach doctrine, for
they are commanded to do so in the
scriptures.

“Preach the word; be instant in sea-
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex-
hort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
2 Tim. 4:2.

“TillIcome, give attendance to read-
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine.” 1 Tim.
4:13.

“But speak thou the things which
become sound doctrine.” Titus 2:1.

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself,
and them that hear thee.” 1 Tim. 4:16.

What? Saved under doctrinal preach-
ing? Verily so. And if souls are to be
genuinely converted and kept converted
today, we must follow the apostle’s pre-
scription here given.

This melting together of denomina-
tional lines today is not the working of
God. Itis the attempt of Satan to construe
the boundaries of right and wrong so
thoroughly that souls will not be inclined
to seek after truth and pure doctrine. And
no wonder, for Jesus said, “Ye shall

know the
truth, and the
truth shall
make you
free.” John
8:32. How,

then, can a
soul be made truly free who has not set
his or her heart to seek out the truth?

In the light of this, what are we to
make of the recent letter by the self-
professed “Babylon preacher” to the
Gospel Trumpet? He objects to certain
articles we have printed, claiming that
they are ‘“unimportant,” “legalistic,”
“dogmatic.” In particular, he took issue
with a recent article on wine and another
on superficial altar work. Is this fair of

him? When there are multitudes of pro-
fessing Christians who unabashedly diso-
bey the Word of God in regard to the
matter, is there not a need to publish the
truth about the meaning of the word wine
in the Bible? They think nothing of hav-
ing a drink or two with their meal, and
setting a stumblingblock in the way of
others, justifying their doing so on a
mistaken interpretation of the scriptures.
And this “Babylon preacher” thinks it is
“worthless” to print the truth on the mat-
ter? Obviously, he is wiser than Solomon
(see Proverbs 20:1; 23:31; 31:4).

And what of superficial altar work?
He attacks such an article and insinuates
that such teaching has nothing to do with
the ways of Christ. He asks, “What last-
ing kingdom impact are you making with
this type of rhetoric?” You see what we
are up against, dear saints, in this last and
evil day. He couches his disdain for doc-
trine behind a religiously phrased in-
quiry.

This same man claims his silence on
suchmattersislove. Utter falsehood! Itis
not love that allows souls to continue in
error and in a course which flatly contra-
dicts the Word of God. You will never
win a sinner to a truly righteous and holy
life by back-patting and condoning a lie.
Oh, that God would raise up a whole host
of holy writers to expose error in all its
myriad forms in any and all subjects!

Contrary to this man’s assertion that
“Christ-followers” must focus more on
loving people and using real, lasting rela-
tionships with them to lead them into a
relationship with Christ,” the scriptures
place the burden of saving souls squarely

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both
save thyself, and them that hearthee.” 1 Tim.4:16.

on preaching. “How then shall they call
on him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher?”
(Rom. 10:14). How, indeed? If we would
adopt the Babel custom, it would be
football parties, campfires, fishing trips,
social suppers, and “building relation-
ships,” and precious little (if any) preach-
ing and doctrine. There is a time and



place for building relationships, but this
does not negate the need for doctrine, nor
is it to take the place, as it does in most
churches, of preaching. “Yea, woe is
unto meif I preach not the gospel!” 1 Cor.
9:16.

It is the duty of the true church of
God to so proclaim doctrinal truth that no
hiding place can be found for error. Only
a fearless people and ministry with a
Bible experience can accomplish it. We
have been given the command, “Go
through, go through the gates; prepare ye
the way of the people; castup, castup the
highway; gather out the stones; lift up a
standard for the people.” Isa. 62:10. If the
stones are superficial altar work and a
mistaken understanding of wine in the
Bible, so be it. Out they go with all the
other myriad “thou shalt nots.”

The true minister knows how to “be
gentle unto all men” and at the same time

to “reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 2:24;
4:2). It is all in the line of what God has
called him to do. He has not been called
to “serve tables” and oversee social sup-
pers.

Let “Babylon preachers” try to per-
petuate silence in the name of love, falsely
so-called. The holy church of God is
blowing the seventh trumpet anyway,
and the silence is breaking despite the
efforts of such preachers to stop it. We
are not in league with error and the devil,
nor do we intend to be. If our spiritual
language is an offence to the blind lead-
ers of the blind, we do not care. Our
business is to keep souls from falling in
the ditch with them. This calls for some
strong measures; strong language. Per-
haps a poor soul will be awakened here
and there and led to the “old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein.” Only

the preaching of right doctrine will open
their eyes to see they are headed to the
ditch.

Oh, ministers of God, preach doc-
trine as Paul has instructed you to do.
Preach the truth because Jesus has said it
would make souls free. Nothing less and
nothing else will do it. To love a soul is to
tell them the truth always, all the time. Do
not fear the epithets cast on you by the
dumb and greedy dogs of Babylon who
cannot bark. Preach all the Bible. Sound
the alarm. “Ye that make mention of the
Lord, keep not silence.” Isa. 62:6.

“Judgment also will I lay to the line,
and righteousness to the plummet: and
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the
hiding place.” Isa. 28:17.

“Through thy precepts I get under-
standing: therefore I hate every false
way.” Psa. 119:104. [J

The Kiss of Charity

Bro. Robert Bourn

“Greet ye one another with a kiss
of charity. Peace be with you all
that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.”

1 Peter 5:14.

Dear brethren of the most high God
and all sincere seekers of the truth; I greet
you, in spirit, with the divine charity
spoken of concerning this holy ordinance.
Webster’s Dictionary gives this defini-
tion of the word ordinance: 1) An estab-
lished or prescribed practice or usage,
esp. a religious rite.

The kiss of charity is not only estab-
lished by the Holy Bible, but is pre-
scribed as well. In the 11" chapter of first
Corinthians, Paul instructed the church
to “keep the ordinances.” Jesus states in
John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” James declares, “Be
ye doers of the word and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.” Itis adecep-
tive spirit of the devil that endows people

with the mentality that they can pick and
choose from the Word of God what they
will or will not practice.

A Bible ordinance by simple defini-
tion is an outward public expression of
whathas spiritually taken place inwardly.
Baptism, for example, clearly brings this
definition of ordinance to light. Rom.
6:1-4 vividly portrays how the believer
dies to sin, buries the old life, and resur-
rects to walk in newness of life. There-
fore, baptism is a public ordinance that
shows the death, burial, and resurrection
that has taken place within the believer’s
heart.

Likewise, the kiss of charity ex-
presses adeep inward work that has been
wrought in the soul. As John 3:3 states,
“Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” So it is also
with the kiss of charity, full understand-
ing can only be obtained by possessing
what produces it. The deep source of this
godly ordinance is found in the following

verses: “A new commandment I give
unto you, That ye love one another; as 1
have loved you, that ye also love one
another.” John 13:34. “That their hearts
might be comforted, being knit together
in love.” Col. 2:2. “That they all may be
one.” John 17:21. Divine God-givenlove
and unity is the unseen root that sprouts
into this holy expression of outward af-
fection, thus proclaiming our heavenly
kinship.

Do we have multiple witnesses to
establish the kiss of charity as a Bible
teaching?

1. Rom. 16:16 “Salute one another
with an holy kiss.”

2.1 Cor. 16:20 “Greet ye one another
with an holy kiss.”

3. 2 Cor. 13:12 “Greet one another
with an holy kiss.”

4.1 Thess. 5:26 “Greet all the brethren
with an holy kiss.”

5. 1 Pet. 5:14 “Greet ye one another
with a kiss of charity.”

The answer is emphatically, Yes!
Not only do we have multiple scriptures
from the inspired Word, but also multiple
authors on the subject. Two apostles of
the morning time, Bros. Paul and Peter,
have set this forth in the Word of God, in
which the same Bible states, “ALL scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God and is
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profitable for doctrine.” 2 Tim. 3:16.

People will stop at no end to explain
away the Bible. While engaged in con-
versation with a preacher not long ago,
on this very subject, I was informed that
the word kiss did not mean kiss, but
really means, hug. How absurd! Dear
ones be advised, there is a principle
taught in Rev. 22:19 that warns us not to
take away or add to the Word of God.

Itis truly amazing to see the hireling
ministry of today, who are choking on
large chunks of camel meat as they scru-
tinize the punctuation of the Holy Writ
with a magnifying glass (Matt. 23:24).
Woe unto you, blind guides, repent of
the sin of hypocrisy and God will bless
you to explain, instead of explaining
away the Bible.

Many desire to justify their wilful
negligence of this Bible ordinance by
casting it into the realm of ancient cul-
ture or custom. However, we bring their
attention to the fact that the inspired
Word distinguishes it from culture or
custom by addressing it as an holy kiss
(1 Cor. 16:20).

Ezk. 22:26, “Her priests have vio-
lated my law, and have profaned mine
holy things: they have put no difference
between the holy and profane.”

Dear soul, will you stand before the
judgment bar of God guilty of profaning
God’s holy things? Some religious pro-
fessorseven go as faras slandering God’s
holy children, calling them effeminate
for observing this sacred and divine or-
dinance. To this the Word of God an-
swers, “Unto the pure all things are pure:
but unto them that are defiled and unbe-
lieving is nothing pure; but even their
mind and conscience is defiled.” Titus
1:15. “Woe unto them that call evil good
and good evil.” Isa. 5:20.

Proper modesty along with consist-
ent Bible principle imply that the broth-
ers should greet the brothers and sisters
the sisters.

Those who seemingly cannot get
pastkissing someone of the same gender
are the same that would not have re-
ceived the blessing from Jesus. “And he
spit, and touched his tongue...And
straightway his ears were opened and
the string of his tongue was loosed, and
he spake plain.” Mark 7:33, 35. The
plain facts of the matter are some of you
are spiritually weak and weighed in the
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balances for your wilful lack of partici-
pation in observing this God-sent, holy
ordinance. Get your heart baptized with
fire, salute the brethren as you ought,
and straightway your ears and tongue
will also be turned loose for God!
Where should I kiss my brother?
Therightanswer is found in Prov. 24:26.
“Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth
a right answer.” Dear ones, this is the
proper method for the Christian saluta-
tion of Rom. 16:16. Its meaning is like

the salute that Jehu gave Jehonadab that
had come to meet him, “Is thine heart
right, as my heart is with thy heart?”
2 Kings 10:15.

In closing, I ask you the same. If
your answer is yes, the kiss of charity is
the Christian greeting that must follow.

“And he gave him his hand; and he
took him up to him into the chariot.” 2
Kings 10:15. Thank God for this divine,
holy love and unity that has produced a
zealous and fiery chariot of the Lord.

Examining Loopholes

Continued from Page 1

sexual unfaithfulness has happened on the
part of one of the married partners. But
before we get too deeply into the meaning of
the words, it is important that we notice to
whom Matthew is written. The gospel ac-
cording to Mark was written primarily to the
Romans, and the exception clause is omitted.
The book of Luke was written to the Greeks,
and the exception clause is omitted. Mat-
thew was written primarily to the Jews, and
the exception clause is included.

Undoubtedly Matthew had the Jewish
wedding custom in mind. When ayoung man
wanted to marry a girl, he traveled to the
house of the prospective bride, negotiated a
price for the girl, established a covenant of
betrothal, and then returned to his father’s
house for a period of about twelve months.
The betrothed bride and groom were called
“husband” and “wife” even though there was
still no physical union. The marriage cer-
emony (and physical union) only occurred
after the twelve-month period of separation.
And the exception clause found at two places
in Matthew refers not to marriage divorce,
but to a betrothal divorce. If the young man
discovered that his prospective bride had
been unfaithful during the period of be-
trothal, he could return her to her father with
a paper of divorcement.

The exception clause was not included
in Mark and Luke, because Greek and Ro-
man marriage customs did not recognize the
betrothal provision and so it was not neces-
sary for them to even mention the exception.

Notice however, in the exception clause, that
the word is “fornication”—not “adultery.”
Fornication speaks of sexual relations be-
tween two unmarried people. There are times
in the scriptures when “fornication” is used
to speak of all illicit relationships, but notice
that in this particular portion of scripture, the
words “fornication” and “adultery” are used
in contrast with each other (in the same
setting), and when that happens in the Greek
language, the two words cannot mean the
same thing. So we
find that what Je-
sus is saying here
is not that divorce
andremarriage are
okay if sexual un-
faithfulness has
developed after
marriage, but what
Jesus is clearly
saying is that the
engagement can
bebrokenif sexual
unfaithfulness has
happened during the betrothal period.

This is the provision that Joseph was
going to use when he discovered that Mary
was expecting a child (See Matthew 1:18-
20). So we find that Jesus, in this first (so-
called) loophole, is not making room for
divorce and remarriage after the marriage
has been consummated (if there has been
sexual unfaithfulness), but the exceptionis a
provision for the breaking of an engagement
(if sexual immorality has occurred).

This is not

the popular
point of view,
but it is the

biblical view.

2. The Question of Whether Adultery is a
State or a Single Action.
The Bible clearly says that whenever



remarriage occurs, adultery results, and that
is pretty much accepted by almost every
Bible reader. Adultery is identified in every
passage where the remarriage of divorced
persons is mentioned. Butthe important ques-
tion is this: Does adultery take place in the
act of becoming remarried, or does it exist in
the state of being remarried? If adultery is
just the act of remarriage, then a couple who
is remarried can go to the Lord, confess that
sin, and be forgiven, and go on living to-
gether and not be guilty of adultery until such
atime when they split up again, and go to the
Lord again and confess that sin, and be free
again until they split up again and go and
confess again. If adultery is merely a single
act, then that is how the process can work.
The actcan be forgiven like any other sin can
be forgiven.

Notice that in the Bible accounts, Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke all use the term “com-
mits” (“committeth) adultery. The phrase is
in the present tense, which in Greek nearly
always denotes a continuous action. Romans
7:2-3 clearly uses the continuous action tense
when it says, “She shall be called an adulter-
ess.” Furthermore, we are told here why the
remarriage of divorced persons is adultery.
Itisadultery because the first marriage is still
binding. People talk in our day about “end-
ing” marriages. You can’t do that. It plainly
says in Romans 7:2 that the wife is bound to
her husband as long as he lives. It is not
divorce, but death, that ends marriages. The
only thing that divorce does to a marriage is
to make adultery legal in the eyes of the
government. As long as a former mate is
living, the original marriage union is secure
in God’s eyes, and that is a state of marriage.

When one of the married partners sepa-
rates from the other and joins himself to
someone else, that does not free him from the
state of marriage that he is in, but instead, it
enters him into a state of adultery. First, the
remarriage act, and then the state of being
remarried, constitutes adultery. Just like the
act of becoming married leads one into the
state of matrimony, so the act of becoming
remarried is adultery that leads one then into
the state of an adulterous relationship.

This is not the popular point of view, but
it is the biblical view. If you are going to be
honest and read Romans 7:2-3 carefully, you
cannot come up with any other conclusion. I
know that Paul is not speaking specifically
here to the point of divorce and remarriage,
but what he is doing is using an illustration
about our relationship to the Law. Neverthe-

“I have a question to ask you. I
wish you would write a message out
and put it in the Gospel Trumpet.

Isitwrong forapreachertopreach
in the pulpit and be married twice? 1
know they preach that fornication is
wrong. Why not adultery?

I remember years ago I think the
church of God would not allow this to
happen. They just came and listened to
the Word.

I have been in the church of God
about 55 years, although I went out in
sin, butnow lam backin.” —A Reader

Jesus Himself, when addressing a
similar question regarding divorce,
clearly stated that “from the beginning
it was not so.”

In fact, not so very long ago, even
in secular society divorce was uncom-
mon and was frowned upon. How
things have changed in this decadent
society! What is sadder still is that
what used to be considered sin is now
showing up behind the pulpits of the
land and is the cause of untold spiritual
damage to souls.

Had there been purity of life and
doctrine behind the pulpits of the land,
no doubt society itself would not be as
bad as it is today, with its extremely
high rate of marital break-ups and bro-
ken homes.

Many religious leaders have cho-
sen the way of the flesh instead of the
way of the cross and reasoned them-
selves out of the Word of God and into
compromise to accomplish it.

One of the Bible requirements for
an elder is to have only one living

spouse (1 Timothy 3:2).

Note this plain text of scripture:
“For the woman which hath an hus-
band is bound by the law to her hus-
band so long as he liveth; but if the
husband be dead, she is loosed from
the law of her husband. So then if,
while her husband liveth, she be mar-
ried to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress: but if her husband be
dead, she is free from that law; so that
she is no adulteress, though she be
married to another man.” Rom. 7:2-3.

Since the Word of God is a “hard
saying” to those in situations they do
not care to continue in, many have
taken the liberty to rationalize a “way
out.” So now they deem it acceptable
to loose themselves from the original
marriage bond, not because their origi-
nal spouse died, but for any number of
reasons, which, of course, we would
be “hard-hearted” not to understand.

We understand severe situations
may mean a separation is necessary,
but the Bible gives no liberty to re-
marry. Rather, one is to remain single,
unless such time when there could be
a reconciliation (1 Cor. 7:11).

While our heart truly goes out to
any who find themselves in very un-
fortunate circumstances, we direct
them to the grace of God and will be
compassionate in offering support
where we can, but in no situation is
divorce or remarriage condoned in the
Word.

Woe to the preachers who, instead
of warning eternity-bound souls of
this sin, help them into it, for they must
give an account to God (Heb. 13:17).

In short, not only is it wrong for a
preacher to be divorced and remarried
(or married to someone who is di-
vorced), but the same stands for every-
one. —The Editor

less, the truth about divorce and remarriage
is clear.

The adulterous relationship resulting
from a second marriage is an on-going inti-
mate relationship, and thus is not a one-time
act of adultery but a continuing state of
adultery.

3. The Case of Remarriage that Occurred
Before the Couple Became Christians.
What do we do with the situation where
a young man or woman has married and
divorced and married again (maybe as often
as three or four times), and then they come to
know the Lord as Saviour? The argument is
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that we certainly cannot hold that against
them, because they did it when they were
non-Christians; surely God forgives all that.
But Mark 10:5-9 indicates that marriage is a
divine institution which was ordained by
God from the beginning, and itis not particu-
larly a Christian institution. Mark 10:6-9
says, “Butfrom the beginning of the creation
God made them male and female. For this
cause shall aman leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife. And they twain shall
be one flesh...What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder.”
Jesus says that marriage is binding in all
cases, and it was that way from the begin-
ning, not just since the beginning of the
Christian era.

One term which helps clarify the all-
inclusive nature of God’s marriage laws is
the word “whosoever.” The word “whoso-
ever” is used seven times in the New Testa-
ment references to marriage and divorce and
adultery. It is used frequently in the New
Testament in reference to
salvation, and whenever
itisused, it always means
“all inclusive, anyone,
everyone.” (Note the use
of the word in John 3:16).
It does not matter if one is
from Asia, Europe, the
islands of the sea, or a
small American village-whosoever meets
the conditions of salvation shall not perish. It
is all inclusive. And just so, when the Bible
uses the word in connection with marriage—
and talks about “whosoever shall put away
his wife and marry another, committeth adul-
tery”—it is likewise all inclusive. That is true
whether the person is from a culture which
has spoken against the remarriage of di-
vorced persons or is from a society where
remarriage is not frowned upon. The mar-
riage vows are binding upon all, whether
Christian or not.

Some quote from 1 Corinthians 7:17,
20, 24 and say that the Bible tells a person to
remain in the same condition in which he was
when he was first saved. This becomes a
loophole for justifying the remarriage of
divorced persons who remarried while they
were still unsaved. But we need to look at the
setting of the 1 Corinthians 7 passage. Paul is
talking about two things—circumcision and
servanthood. He says that if God calls you
and you are not circumcised, don’t bother
getting circumcised. And if, when you come
toknow the Lord, you are aservant (aslave),
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don’t bother trying to free yourself. Stay
where you were when you were called. Paul
is not talking about sin and wrong living. He
is not saying, “If you are a murderer, just
continue being amurderer.” Heis not saying,
“If you are a liar, keep on lying.” He doesn’t
say, “If you were a fornicator, keep on in
your immorality—that’s okay.” Proverbs
28:13 makes it clear that God wants all of us
to turn from sinful living.

John the Baptist lost his head defending
this principle. Mark 6:17-18 tells how John
the Baptist had said that it was not lawful for
Herod to have his brother’s wife. Herod was
not a Jew. Herod was not a Christian. Herod
was a typical representative of the Mideast
culture. John was talking about God’s eter-
nal law—the law which from the beginning
was one man and one woman in the marriage
relationship. John said to Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have her.”

Marriage is binding on all-whether
Christian or non-Christian. Hebrews 13:4

What therefore God
hath joined together,
let not man put asunder.

says so. It is important to notice that neither
Mark nor John recognized Herod’s second
marriage as valid. Mark (in 6:17) describes
the woman as “his brother Philip’s wife.”
That is whose wife she was, even though
Herod had married her (Mark 6:18). She
wasn’t Herod’s wife. Herod was living with
her in adultery. She was Philip’s wife. God
does not recognize the second marriage be-
cause the first marriage is binding until death.
That is an eternal principle settled in the
eternal counsels of God. Marriage is not just
a Christian institution; it is a broad, general
institution, and therefore itis binding whether
you were married when you were 14 in the
ghettos of New York City or united in mar-
riage at age 25 in a typical Brethren wedding
ceremony. From God’s point of view, all
marriages are binding and can be broken
only by death.

4. The Argument that an Innocent Party has
Certain Freedoms

First off, it is doubtful that there ever is
“an innocent party” in a marriage conflict. I
don’tknow of any case where there has been

a marital separation in which one of the
parties was totally innocent. I agree that
there are different degrees of fault, but to say
that someone is innocent is a pretty big
statement. There are exceptions to the gen-
eral rule, and so we should look at how the
Bible would deal with the conflict if some-
one is indeed innocent.

What about the person who has experi-
enced marriage failure and seems totally
innocent of any wrongdoing which led to the
divorce? Is it proper for that person to re-
marry? The latter part of Matthew 19:9
records the words of Jesus: “...and whoso
marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery.” Jesus does not say why the woman
was divorced. Perhaps she didn’t cook right,
or maybe she ran off with another man, or she
may have combed her hair in a way that
displeased her husband. Atany rate, one who
marries another who is divorced involves
himself in an adulterous relationship. God is
saying that the marital relationship is so
sacred that there are no
exceptions—evenif one of
the parties is innocent. 1
Corinthians 7:11 says that
we need to keep the mar-
riage intact because in
marriage we are involved
inacovenantrelationship,
and we need to keep our
part of the covenant even if the other party
breaks his or hers. Even if there is such a
thing as “an innocent party” in a marriage
conflict, there is still no right to remarry.

Some quote from 1 Corinthians 7:15
and conclude that the Bible says in certain
situations people “are not under bondage.”
These people would say that if you are mar-
ried to an unbeliever, and the unbeliever
departs, you are free from the bondage of
marriage—as free as if you had never been
married. But what Paul is talking about in
this passage is that we are not bound to
follow after the departing individual and
serve him as a slave. If you are married to an
unbeliever and the unbeliever chooses to
leave you, then you do not have to feel that
since you are a Christian wife, you have a
marital obligation to follow him around,
knock on his door, and say, “I’m here. I want
to cook your supper; after all, that is my
obligation and responsibility. I’'m your wife.”
He slams the door, moves to another apart-
ment, and gets an unlisted phone number,
and somehow you find out what the number
is and call him up and say, “Where are you



living? I’ve got to come.” No, the Bible says
you are free from that if the unbelieving
partner departs and doesn’t want to have
anything to do with you, let him go. You are
not bound to keep following him, serving
him, and hounding him. Let him go. God has
called us to peace.

To interpret the passage any other way
would contradict other verses in the same
chapter (1 Corinthians 7). Verse 11, for
example, says, “Let her re-

realized that there are some people who will
not be able to stand up to that. Thus in 1
Corinthians 7:10-11, the Lord gives a per-
missive will related to marriage: “Letnot the
wife depart from her husband. But and if she
depart, let her remain unmarried, or be rec-
onciled to her husband; and let not the hus-
band put away his wife.” God does allow
married partners to separate if the relation-
ship between them becomes too strained.

When separation occurs, how-

main unmarried.” There is
something binding about the
first marriage. The married
personis always tolet the door
open forreconciliation. Down
in verse 39 of the chapter, we
read that the wife is bound as
long as the husband lives, re-
gardless of how he treats her
or what he does to her. Only
death terminates a marriage.
Therefore the word “bondage”

“But whoso
committeth
adultery with a
woman lacketh
understanding:
be that doeth it
destroyeth bis
own soul.”
Prov. 6:32.

ever, there are only two op-
tions—to remain unmarried or
to become reconciled to the
married partner. Once again,
there is no provision for di-
vorce and remarriage.

Also, Jesus talked about a
“eunuch solution” to marriage
problems (Matthew 19:10-
12). Some are “born” eu-
nuchs—born without the abil-
ity or desire to be involved

in verse 15 (of 1 Corinthians
7) dose not mean that one is
free from the bond of marriage if serious
conflict arises.

There is a Biblical way to experience
God’s blessing when tangled marriage situ-
ations are present. There needs to be a volun-
tary separation of the partners who are
wrongly married. True, the remarried divor-
cees sometimes seem happy together. They
have a family and home. Yet the real solution
is to separate.

We find that the children of Israel were
involved in sinful marital relationships, and
Ezra 10:11 says that they were instructed to
“separate yourselves from...the strange
wives.” Ezra 10:44 says that in some of the
families children were involved. There were
probably some young men and women in
that camp who were deeply in love with each
other, yetall of us mustbe reminded that “the
way of transgressors is hard.” Sometimes
there is no easy way out.

An important principle related to some
of the tough issues in life is found in 1 Peter
2:19-21. Verse 20 says, “If when ye do well
and suffer for it, [and] ye take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God.” We are encour-
aged to suffer for righteousness’ sake. It is
never pleasant, of course, to encourage suf-
fering. Our flesh-nature shrinks from suffer-
ing, but nevertheless God’s plan sometimes
requires that, in this present world, we are
going to suffer for righteousness’ sake. I
believe that is God’s perfect will. But God

sexually with another person.
Others are “made” eunuchs—
desexed by doctors so that they could be
used in certain capacities for their master.
Also, there are some who “make themselves
eunuchs” for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.
We often say that it is too much to ask a
person to go through life without enjoying
the blessings of marriage. But Paul saysin 1
Corinthians 7:8 that singleness is a good
choice to make. He gives reasons in 1
Corinthians 7:32-34. God calls some people
to remain eunuchs for the kingdom of heav-
en’s sake. We should exalt this position as an
option for our young people. God has a real
blessing in store for those who choose that
direction. Isaiah 56:4-5 informs us that God
holds a special place in His heart for those
people who are willing to forego some of the
otherwise acceptable pleasures of this life
for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.

Surely, if God has special blessings and
grace for those who choose a life of single-
ness for the kingdom of heaven’s sake, there
will be sufficient grace for those who have
had unfortunate marriages and are deter-
mined to go through life without remarrying
(as long as their mate is living). Every faith-
ful disciple of Christ needs to do what he can
to encourage and help victims of divorce
who choose to obey God in the matter of not
taking the route of remarriage.
—David F. Myer

This article is available in booklet form.

Intensity

“As the hart panteth after the
water brooks, so panteth my soul
after thee, O God.” Psa. 42:1. Here is
intensity. By intensity we mean that
burning passion of the soul after God;
that intense desire to be holy as He is
holy and to glorify Him in all words
and acts of life.

“I opened my mouth and panted:
forIlonged for thy commandments.”
Psa. 119:131. Here is intensity—Pant-
ing after the commandments of God
like a thirsty animal for water. The
great task of the overseers of God’s
church today is to keep God’s people
out of a careless, go-easy, indifferent
life. How few thirst after God. How
few thirst and hunger for the salva-
tion of souls. Preachers may go over
the country holding revivals and find
entertainment and enjoyment in do-
ing so, but even of those, how few
have such a burning passion for souls
that they will wrestle with God in the
midnight hour or early morning hour
or any convenient time for the salva-
tion of the lost. They may think more
of what gain they will make. This
would be an awful crime, but it may
be one of which some are guilty.

There are holiness people who
act very much as if no one were going
to hell. Others act as if they were just
as holy as they cared to be. They seem
to have no thirsting for greater per-
fection of life. They act as if there
were no improvement to be made.

The need of today is a greater
passion for goodness, a more intense
longing for greater Christ-likeness
and a greater burden for those for
whom our dear Saviour gave His life.
“Rivers of water run down mine eyes,
because they keep not thy law.” Psa.
119:136. Here is intensity. When did
you shed a tear over sinners lost? Do
not these words shame you? Dear
people, the house is on fire, how can
you keep on sleeping? —C.E. Orr
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Hated

Menno Simon

There are some light-minded,
rebellious, contentious, and carnal
persons who, without cause and
scripture, and in every respect with-
out the fear of God, teach, write,
admonish and cry out against us.

Be not frightened by their up-
braiding and slandering, for from
the beginning it has been the case
that the unbelieving hate, slander
and persecute the believing; the
wicked, the good; the unrighteous,
the righteous; the carnal, the spir-
itual; the heretics, the Christians. It
was the case with Cain and
Abel...with the false prophets and
the true prophets, as Christ Jesus has
told us before, namely: “Ye shall be
hated of all nations for my name’s
sake” (Matt. 24:9).

If they were the true disciples of
ChristJesus as they boast themselves
to be, they would persecute, betray,
or murder no-
body for the
sake of their
faith, but with
Christ Jesus,
they would
diligently seek
to reclaim that which was lost (Matt.
18:11),if we were lost, as they claim.

If they were the bride of Christ,
they would not be spiteful, cruel and
bloodthirsty, but meek, mild and mer-
ciful, yea, be thus minded as is the
good and faithful bridegroom, Christ
Jesus. Butthey plainly manifestthem-
selves by their works not to be the
bride of Jesus Christ, but rather to be
the bride of him, who, from the be-

ginning was a murderer, that is, the devil
(Jn. 8:44).

If they were the body of Christ, they
would not crucify and persecute anyone
for the sake of the truth of the Lord, but
would themselves, with Christ Jesus and
His church, be crucified and persecuted
for the sake thereof (Matt. 5:11; Jn. 16:1,
2; 2 Tim. 3:12). For the innocent lamb
does not kill, but from the beginning it
was killed.

Behold, kind readers, what miser-
able, bloody, tyrannical and murderous
heretics our gainsayers, opponents and
persecutors are found to be before God in
all their teachings, admonitions, instruc-
tions, life and tyranny. But this they do
not acknowledge, for it would not do to
acknowledge this. If they did, how could
they then crucify and persecute the cho-
sen children of God, the children of the
kingdom and promise, the brethren and
sisters of Jesus Christ, the angels of peace,

upon them, because they so industri-
ously seek falsehood, and so obsti-
nately combat and reject the lovely
truth of Jesus Christ.

Christ Jesus says, “Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness, for they shall be filled”
(Matt. 5:6). But these hunger and
thirst after unrighteousness, with
which they, according to Paul, are
abundantly filled (2 Thess. 2:12).

These seek diligently night and
day, not after the right way, but after
the wrong, hoping yet to find some-
thing, either in the word or in our
lives, which may be so twisted, bent,
or applied as to trample upon and
nullify the right evangelical truth.
Inasmuch as they so assiduously seek
after unrighteousness and delight in
falsehood, therefore God smites them
with such great blindness that they
can neither comprehend nor judge of

They so assiduously seek after unrighteousness and delight in falsehood,
therefore God smites them with such great blindness that they can neither

comprebhend nor judge of the teachings of God.

and the children of the eternal, imperish-
able life?

Butnow their minds are so obscured,
their eyes are so bedimmed, their ears so
closed up that they cannot understand,
for their evil-doing and wickedness have
obscured and blinded them. The table of
divine word is to them ‘“a snare, and a
trap, and a stumblingblock, and a
recompence” (Rom. 11:9). The right-
eous judgment and awful wrath is come

the teachings of God. Yet they desire
to clothe their cause, however shame-
ful it is, in the garment of the scrip-
tures, that they may, under this scrip-
tural, holy appearance, better deceive
the foolish, ignorant populace that
desire to be deceived and seduced.
And thus they remain, both teacher
and disciple, in the service of their
perishable flesh which they have cho-
sen as their God (Phil. 3:18-19).
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The Building of Zion

“For the people had
a mind to work.” Neh. 4:6.

We are building a city.
To the work! Make haste!
Eternity’s looming—
There’s no time to waste.

Shall we stop for Tobiah?
Or Sanballat? NO!
We will build and we’ll fight
Against all of our foes.

For the building of Zion
Doth take precedence
O’er listening to cavilers
And all devil-sent.

We will work with the Lord
To false prophets oppose,
And with angelic trumpet

Their lying expose.

We shall labour together
In blest harmony
With sword and with hammer
In sweet unity.

Until all the great walls
Of Jerusalem stand,
And all redeemed souls
Are one holy band.

—Sis. Verna Bontrager

MEETING

Israel and Egypt: Forty-nine
saints departed Sept. 2 with a
burden to spread this glorious
gospel throughout Israel and
Egypt. Saints from California, -
Ohio, Indiana, Canada, Mexico,
and Germany met together in
Tel Aviv. The Lord blessed and
sent many precious souls our &=
way. We were able to minister |
throughout the country in song, #
testimonies of deliverance, and

even our very presence spoke

to those around us. We sang often and it
wasn’t unusual to see tears in the eyes of
those listening.

One day while on the Sea of Galilee
in a boat, the captain turned off the motor
so the saints could let their voices ring.
The Lord wonderfully opened the win-
dows of heaven. Not only were the saints
moved with an overwhelming gratitude
for the Lord’s love, but other passengers
were also moved to tears. After singing,
the saints were found testifying to those
on board of deliverance from sin and
sectism. We made many wonderful con-
tacts there.

In a couple of our hotels we rented
meeting rooms and held asinging service
and had several visitors come. They were
touched. One night we gathered in ahotel
room and had a special meeting with
some visitors, including a pastor and his
family from Jerusalem. That also was
blessed of the Lord

We spent one morning at the Garden
TombinJerusalem and had meeting there
outside. Bro. Layne exhorted us to live a
radical life, as Christ lived a radical life
and died a radical death for us. After all
Christ went through to bring us this won-
derful salvation can we get by with not
giving our all? After the moving exhor-
tation the saints again sang. It was no
formal singing! Some saints were moved
to tears, while passers by were com-
pelled to stay and listen. When we con-
cluded our service, one of the volunteers
there said they had heard a lot of singing
in that place, but never anything like that.

We met many people from various

REPORTS

countries thatlonged to know more about
the church of God. Pray that God would
follow after them and lead them home to
the one body where we enjoy true fellow-
ship and unfeigned love.

Sis. Crystal Burr

Korea: It is wonderful to have some-
thing that the whole world is in need of.
Thank God for this present truth that is
sweeping the world. It satisfies every
hungry soul that is desiring to please
God, regardless of age or culture.

We are thankful to God for the op-
portunity to go to Korea and to meet with
people who are still preaching holiness.
We were received with warm Christian
love and have been invited to hold meet-
ing in Seoul. Pray that the Lord will
continue to bless and open many more
doors in Korea.

In the Master’s service,
Bro. Ray Tinsman

Ohio: We thank the Lord for a wonderful
meeting here in Greenville, with Bro.
Ernest BenionJr., Sept. 27-30. The Word
of God was preached under the anointing
of the Holy Ghost and was simple to be
understood. We want to express our ap-
preciation to the saints that attended the
meeting from Ontario, Canada; Warsaw,
Indiana; and Wisconsin. There were ap-
proximately 300 saints and many visitors
from various places.

The Lord richly blessed us. There
were many souls who sought for help at
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the prayer bench, and others were saved
and sanctified.
Please pray that God would grant
much increase to the work here.
Laboring in the gospel,
Bro. Ray Tinsman

Ontario, Canada: We thank the Lord
for sending us Bro. Randy Hargrave,
from Ohio, and Bro. Stephen Hargrave,
from Indiana, to hold us a doctrinal meet-
ing October 1-7. Saints from Manitoba,
Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, California,
Alaska, Mexico and Germany came to
worship with us in the glorious fellow-
ship of our Lord and Saviour. This was
the largest meeting we have ever had
herein Aylmer, with the attendance reach-
ing 440.

During the morning services, Bro.
Randy Hargrave taught on the history of
the church. He referred to different hap-
penings in the past and proved by the
Bible that they were afulfillment of proph-
ecy. He went through each of the seven
seals mentioned in Revelation, showing
us what had happened to the church
during each time period. God only has
ONE church, and it is traceable all the
way back to the upper room.

In the evenings, Bro. Stephen
Hargrave had doctrinal studies. Some
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Kenya, Africa
Nov. 28 — Dec. 11

Greenville, Ohio
February 3 — 10

Germany
March 21 - 30

California
March 31 — April 6
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topics studied were: The Obedience of
Faith, The Name of the Church, The
Chosen People, Salvation, Sanctification,
and Being a Pioneer. These studies were
very valuable. Without a strong doctrinal
foundation, our Christian house cannot
stand. We were much encouraged in this
meeting to get a deeper scriptural under-
standing by studying our Bibles.

We appreciate what the Lord is do-
ing for us here in Aylmer, and see good
fruit from the meeting already.

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Philippines: The Lord is truly working
in this end-time gathering around the
world, for which we truly rejoice. God
blessed our labors in the Philippines. Our
gospel company was 15 in number. We
arrived in Manila on Oct. 6th, 2007. We
were well met by the saints, Bro. Severino
Villanueva, his wife, family and teenag-
ers from San Jose City, Bro. Edgardo
Luzong from Paniqui and Bro. Faustino
from Quezon City.

We proceeded on to San Jose by bus,
and had services there on Sunday morn-
ing. Leaving the rest of the company
there, Bro. Ray Tinsman and I went back
to Manila and took a plane to the south-
ern island of Mindanao where we met
with Bro. Rabino and Bro. Filbert, local
pastors in the area, who represented 3
congregations gathered in two locations.
We very much enjoyed meeting these
wonderful saints. We spent 3 days on the
island of Mindanao visiting and holding
meetings, then came back to San Jose,
joined our gospel company and addi-
tional saints from San Jose, and went by
bus to the town of Paniqui to Bro. Edgardo
Luzong’s, where in the evening we had
meeting with a congregation of holiness
people. We were well received and very
much appreciated the hospitality ac-
corded us in Paniqui.

From there we took our bus on to
Manila, where Sunday morning we had
service in Quezon City and in the after-
noon had a meeting with saints in the
home of Bro. Lino Dela Cruz in another
suburb of Manila, with several ministers
and saints. Again, we were well received
and appreciated the wonderful hospital-
ity and warm fellowship of these true
saints of God.

When we returned from Mindanao

Church of God Schools
(Kindergarten — Grade 12)

Upland, California
The Gospel Restoration Academy

Warsaw, Indiana
The Church of God Restoration Academy

Greenville, Ohio
The Church of God Academy

Kidron, Ohio
Seventh Trumpet Academy

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Evening Light School

Honey Grove, Texas
The Church of God Restoration School

Bonduel, Wisconsin
Little Pilgrim Academy

Steinbach, Manitoba
Church of God Sunrise Academy

Aylmer, Ontario
Church of God Christian School

Germany
Christliche Schule der Gemeinde Gottes

Baja California, Mexico
Baja Church of God Mission School

Chihuahua, Mexico
Evening Light Christian Academy

Durango, Mexico
Church of God Evening Light School

to San Jose City, we discovered the meet-
ing there had proceeded with much spir-
itual success. Souls had been saved, the
last night’s meeting being attended by
over 160 and two previous nights by over
130 persons.

We left the saints in the Philippines
much encouraged and eager for our re-
turn. We are so thankful for the Lord
bringing us into contact with so many
who love truth and are determined to live
for God. Bro. Daniel Layne



Tracts & Booklets

Booklets

$1.50 A Spiritual Shaking (From Birth of a Reformation)
$1.00 Do Christians Sin? (Let the Scriptures Speak)
$1.30  Dress — An Issue of the Heart

$1.30  He Lifted Me Out — English, Spanish & German
$1.75  Heavenly Life for Earthly Living

$2.25  How to Live a Holy Life

$1.50  Life Sketches of Mother Sarah Smith

$1.00  Must We Sin?

$1.30  Prophetic Symbols

$2.00  Rays of Hope

$1.30  Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks

$1.30  That Men Would Be Men

$1.30 The Church of God, What it is and What it is Not
$1.50  The More Abundant Life

$1.75 The Ordinances of the New Testament

$1.30  What the Bible Teaches on Sanctification

$1.50  Why the Millennial Doctrine is Not Biblical
$1.00  Women in the Ministry

Tracts — price shown is per 100

$3.00 A Secret Rapture?

$1.00  Are You Ready?

$3.00  All This I Did For Thee

$2.00  Breaking the Silence

$4.00  Common Excuses for Sinning Refuted

$3.50  Concerning Women in Ministry

$2.00  Consider Your Ways

$3.00  Death: It Happens Every Day

$3.50  Homosexuality—An Abomination to God

$3.00  How to Be Saved

$3.50  If You are Not a Christian, Why Not?

$4.00  In Defense of Paul and His Gospel or Do Christians Sin?
$2.00  Mary’s Command for Catholics

$3.00  Please Do Not Go to Hell

$4.00  Questions on Baptism Answered

$3.50  Salvation — English, Spanish & German

$3.50  Scriptural Proofs Against the Modern Tongues Theory
$3.50  Sounding Forth of the Seventh Trumpet

$4.00  The Antichrist Defined & Exposed by God’s Word
$1.00  The Church of God (What it Stands For)-English & Spanish
$4.00  The Great Tongues Delusion

$3.00  The Look of Today

$3.50  The Woman’s Covering

$2.00  Triad of Error

$3.50  Voices from the Church on Dress

$1.00  Who We Are

$2.00  Why I Am Not a Protestant

$3.00  You Must be Born Again

*Postage is additional.

CONTACTS

Alaska, USA: Bro. & Sis. Sims (907) 376-7133

California, USA: Bro. Daniel Layne (909) 985-5759
Illinois and Wisconsin, USA:
Chicago:  Bro. Patrick O’Shea Sr.
Sheboygan: Bro. Jeff Moser
Bonduel: ~ Bro. Allen Bontrager

(262) 652-7517
(920) 627-2683
(715) 758-6748

Indiana, USA: Bro. Steve Hargrave (260) 456-4593

Ohio, USA:
Greenville:  Bro. Ray Tinsman (765) 468-7373
Kidron: Bro. Lester Bontrager (330) 857-2580

Oklahoma, USA: Bro. Gary Boevers (405) 396-9359

Texas, USA: Bro. Johnny Friesen (903) 378-3295

Manitoba, Canada: Bro. & Sis. Wieler (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada: Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany:
Meinersen Kr. Gifhorn:
Bro. Alexander Kahm
Biinde Kr. Herford:
Bro. Waldemar Scheling
Konigsbach-Stein Kr. Pforzheim:
Bro. Viktor Dietrich
Neuenstadt-Stein Kr. Heilbronn:
Bro. Karl Anselm

(05372) 67 66
(05223) 4 23 88

(07232) 66 12
(07136) 2 04 01

Mexico:

Baja California: Mission House (646) 173-6464

Chihuahua: Bro. Ben Dyck (625) 584-1250
Durango: Bro. Isaac Thiessen (677) 879-4572
Zacatecas: Bro. Jacob Zacharias (433) 983-2891
Nepal: Bros. Binod Mandal, Reuben Patel Kathmandu
Philippines: Bro. Severino Villanueva Jr. San Jose City

Kenya, Africa: Bros. Bonface Munzaa, Simon Mutinda
62 Congregations: Chuka, Eldoret, Embu, Kitui, Machakos,
Mbeere, Meru South, Nakuru, Nyeri, Western
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Gospel Trumpet Annuals Now Available! DAILY FOOD
1893 through 1900

for the SOUL

Familiar Names and Faces This attractive, hard cover devotional book
is a treasure to be enjoyed for years. This
1910 Gospel Trumpet reprint offers readings
for each day of the year, using only the
scriptures (KJV). There is an index in the
back to search by subject headings.

Quality bound, hard c.over,.ll x 17 annua};. A quality, hard cover reprint of
This eleven volume set is an 1nv?11uable. add.mon N.H. Byrum’s 1902 publication.
to your personal and congregational libraries!

Set for $660 US, plus shipping $35 US, plus shipping Only $12 US, plus shipping

www.churchofgod.net

*The Gospel Trumpet can be viewed in its entirety on our website. *Listen to Gospel Trumpet radio online.

HO ‘alliAueaID

IS "ON Huued LEESY VSN
avd oIyO “elliAusaID

abeisod 'S N 6€Ll x0g "O'd

810 1j0id UON peisenbay aoiniag abuey) ‘00 Bulysiiand jedwini] |adson




