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Did You Say
Cult?

“But we desire to hear of

thee what thou thinkest: for as

concerning this sect, we know

that every where it is spoken

against.” Act 28:22.

The early morning church was no
stranger to persecutions and slanders. It
has been the common lot of the followers
of Jesus Christ to be spoken against.
“There is nothing new under the sun.” If
you are indeed a child of God, you need
expect no less in this generation. Jesus
faithfully forewarned us: “Marvel not,
my brethren, if the world hate you.”
1 John 3:13. “If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated
you.” John 15:18.

Not being above our Master, God’s
true church in this day should not marvel
when it is spoken against as some hereti-
cal sect, or, to use the verbiage of our day,
cult.

We have self-acclaimed “cult ex-

perts” who, having no concept of the
New Testament church, run about meas-
uring by the mishmash of mainstream
religion (thinking it the standard of Chris-
tian orthodoxy), rather than the Word of
God, and come running with a ready
shout of “Cult! Cult!” for that which
deviates from the ecumenical flow.
Hence, they only prove their unfamiliar-
ity with the scriptures and confirm their
spiritual blindness.

Oh, the irony of it all–while these
“cult masters” think themselves defend-
ers of the faith and protectors of ortho-
doxy, the very arguments they use in-
criminate the early morning church as
being a cult! What, the New Testament
church, a cult? Well, according to some
of the common “marks of a cult” by
professed experts, it is amazing how it
fits the criterion. Let us consider a few.

Cults are little groups that have split
off.

Jesus was presumed a rebel that split
off of the established religion of His day.

Paul split off from the Pharisees. Luther
split off from the unbiblical Catholic
sect. Are we to believe these were cultic
actions? We all know better than that.

If someone were to leave a denomi-
nation after learning that their practices
were unbiblical and then join with a body
of believers whose practices were bibli-
cal, does this “split off” make them now
a cult member? If so, the apostles never
should have left traditional Judaism.

Furthermore, why does the Bible in-
struct those who find themselves where
there is a mixture of light and darkness,
righteousness and unrighteousness (this
description fits denominationalism), to
“come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive
you.” 2 Cor. 6:17. “Little groups” through
the course of church history have obeyed
these biblical injunctions to “split off.”
Rev. 18:4 also declares that God’s true
people must come out (split off) of such
places or be in spiritual danger of His
judgments if they stay.

To say that cults are little groups that
have split off is a sweeping statement
which could label many groups or indi-
viduals.

And let us remember that Jesus Him-
Continued on Page 12
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The more one travels, the more he realizes this solemn
truth: “The whole world lieth in wickedness” and “gross
darkness the people.” The father of lies has indeed deceived
the nations, none exempt.

The task before the children of light is so great that one
could almost feel overwhelmed.

It is not difficult to imagine how the first apostles felt as
they started to comprehend the divine revelation of truth they
were entrusted with, and the solemn charge given to take the
message to the whole world. Who is sufficient for such things?

Certainly in and of themselves they were not. It took Holy
Ghost empowerment, and Holy Ghost empowerment is what
they received. So it is for us today. Our sufficiency is of God.

In His name and in His power, the saints in light press
against the thick, forboding darkness–from city to city, coun-
try to country, snatching here a soul and there a soul from the
fire, praying continually for God to raise up more labourers to
help in this all-important work.

While heaven rejoices, hell rages at God’s little ones. A
work such as this, not be opposed? Why, it is Satan’s concern
all the day long! He was concerned when the apostle Paul went
to Athens, and you can be sure he is upset to know the saints
of the Most High God have again placed their feet on Mars Hill
in this end time, with the same unadulterated gospel message
and the same spirit. These are upsetting times for Satan! And
we know that his wrath is upon us, for he knows that he has but
a short time (Rev. 12:12).

By the grace of God, the saints in light plan to keep the
devil distressed. In fact, we intend to be a torment to him and
to his kingdom of darkness till there be time no longer.

Where we have not yet been in person, we will endeavour
to have the printed page and the website open the way before
us. With God as our Helper, we expect an increase from the
seed sown. It is the will of God. Gamaliel was right–the will
and the works of truth-fighting men cannot stop it.

Nepal yesterday, the Philippines today, Myanmar tomor-
row. Now in the country, now in the city. We continually lift
our prayers to the God of the harvest–Give us souls! Give us
souls ere the last trump sounds and all the nations are sum-
moned to the final Judgment.     S. Mutch

Subsidiaries of  The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co.
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Dear saints,
I’m so glad I can be in the true church

of God. I’m so glad that God saved my
soul out of Babylon. It was very bad in
Babylon. I’m so very thankful that our
children don’t need to grow up there.

From very young on, I knew that it
was not right in Babylon. I asked my
mom, “What is right?” My mom told me
that I should just do my best and it would
be alright with me. But I said that it was
very unsure that way. We have to know
it for sure, because if we don’t have it
clear here, later it will be too late.

We had singers in Babylon that were
smokers and drinkers. I could see how
bad it all was with the young people. But
in 1997 the saints came to Durango. And
that was just what I needed. I had a great
desire to be a person like the saints. But
I did not know how. My parents were
very much against it.

Then we went to Canada. I decided
that  I would come to the saints. I am so
glad I did. I have not been sad one day for
coming this way. Here we have the truth
and the light. God has done so much for
me. I am so thankful that I can be in the

I am thankful for the church of God
and that I can be a part of it. I have been
reading in Ezekiel in my Bible readings.
I was blessed by the verse in Ezk. 36:24.
“For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all coun-
tries, and will bring you into your own
land.” I was far from the Lord, but the
Lord had mercy on me and brought me
out from Babylon. Then He says, “I will
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye
shall be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, will I cleanse
you.”

I am thankful that the clean water (or
the Word of God) was sprinkled on me
and made me clean through the ministry
that preaches the Word clear and simple.
The Word cleansed me from my filthi-
ness and from all of my idols (things I
loved). The Lord took my filthy robe and
cleaned me up! Thank God!

His salvation is so wonderful. The
Lord took my stony heart, gave me a new
heart and restored my life! Praise His
holy name! I am encouraged on this way.

Sis. Anna Neufeld
Ontario, Canada

Take our names off your newsletter.
I don’t want anything to do with your
beliefs or preachings.     T. Olson

Minnesota

Please remove S. Hochstetler from
your mailing list. We do not support your
theology! Perfect people do not need
God...or His grace. I’m glad I’m not
perfect, though some glorious day I will
be.   S. Hochstetler

I don’t know how I got on your list
but I am glad. Just a note of thanks for
including me in your mailing. The Gos-
pel Trumpet is very interesting reading.
Keep up the Lord’s work. I hope to
correspond more with you later as I con-
tinue to read the publication and spend
some time on your website. Just wanted
to say thanks.  Bro. Grant

I was on your website and I saw the
plain clothes that your people wore. I
would love to be able to purchase plain
and simple clothes to wear. May I ask
where I can purchase clothes like the
church of God people wear? I would
appreciate any help you might offer.

D. Napier
Tennessee, USA

Greetings to you from Myanmar. I
am serving His work through literature
and other ministry. When I visited the
website, I found out about you. Please
may I know more of your ministry as well
as your church. If you are interested to
serve in Myanmar, I am ready to help
you. God bless you.     Clifford

Myanmar

Ready to Help You

Greetings in the dear name of Jesus,
I am highly interested in learning

more about the church. I love God with
all my heart and I only want to please
Him.

1 Peter 2:9 says: “But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.”

I have to say when I saw your dress
the above scripture came into my mind.
PRAISE GOD that you are a peculiar
people! I am so glad that I came across
your site. I also liked the doctrine, but of
course, I would love to learn more.

I would like to ask that you send me
some more info about the doctrine of the
church and your beliefs. I would like to
know more about the tongues delusion…

God bless you, and I am so glad that
I came across this website. You don’t
realize the magnitude and impact that it
has had and will continue to have. God
bless. Please remember me in your
prayers.     Website

church of God. Sometimes there are hard
times, but compared to eternity, it seems
like nothing. Even though sometimes
hard times come, it is no comparison to
the life in sin.

I don’t know how it was possible that
I can be among the saints. I come out of
a family of twelve children. Let’s pray
for the others to come also.

Saints, you have done so much for
me. You prayed for me. My soul is com-
pletely satisfied. I want to stay here till I
die. Please pray for me.

Your sister in the Lord,
Sis. Agatha Enns
Durango, Mexico

Dear brethren,
I want to testify of the love that Jesus

showed to me and to my family. He drew
me out of sin at the age of seventeen and
changed my mind in a wonderful way.
What I used to see as good was, in reality,
wicked before God, and things I didn’t
like before were pleasing to God. Every-
thing has changed since I got saved.

Years went by, and I was happy to be
a child of God, but I used to live by
Babel’s murky waters. This place brought

The Word Cleansed Me

I Want to Stay Here

The Plain Clothes

Highly Interested

Take Our Names Off

Thanks for Including Me

Here I Received Help

I’m Glad I’m Not Perfect
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Thank the Lord for His people, His
church, and for His great blessings in my
life. I thank God that He saved me in my
youth.

Then He was merciful to me in
freeing me from Babel’s bondage and
letting me find the true church of God.
How sad that I was held captive in
Babylon for fourteen years, but, thank
the Lord, He brought me out! Isa. 2:2-3
says, “And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established in the top of
the mountains [church of God], and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people shall
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for out of Zion [church of God] shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.”

We are seeing many souls who
searched for this mountain of the Lord
find what they longed for. I personally
was able to experience coming home to
the people of God fourteen years ago. It
was so wonderful to see how they were
led by the Holy Ghost. Within the last
fourteen years, the workings of the Holy
Ghost among His people have not

lessened, but rather, have become more
glorious.

To the glory of God, I can say that I
am saved, sanctified, and satisfied in His
church. I only desire more of Him.
Wherever God and His people see that I
need to be corrected and become more
like Him, that’s what I want.

I thank God how He has lately
brought me deeper and made me more
like Him. I have been able to draw more
out of the Word of God and it has
become more real to me. My prayer is
that I would be a true holy father and
husband, be useful in the church, and
faithful with the things entrusted to me.

I am so thankful that in these days
we see with our own eyes the things
Jesus prayed for in John 17–the unity of
God’s people, that the world might see
and believe. We are also witnessing the
fulfillment of the scriptures in which
God says that He would do a quick work
in the last days. From all four corners of
the earth souls are coming. God is
bringing His righteous ones together as
He promised in John 10:16.

Bro. Jacob Hildebrandt
Ontario, Canada

Dear Gospel Trumpet,
We appreciate your work and thank

you for sending the paper to South
America.    N. Kurrle

Paraguay

much sorrow to my soul and the souls of
my family. But thank God, in a wonder-
ful way He led us to His people.

Here I received help. I learned how
to raise my children in the right way and
how to live a happy and encouraged life
on the narrow way. I am able to bring
forth fruit that lasts, for it is possible to
begin well but not to end well. I thank the
Lord with all my heart for His faithful-
ness that He has showed to us.

Pray for us to grow in grace and to
stay near to God.     Sis. Alice Willmann

Germany

Peace be unto you, dear friends in the
Lord. May God bless you for the true
gospel, to preach it to all men.

The Gospel Trumpet reached us in
Siberia. It talks very strong about sancti-
fication, and that’s what lacks in many
Christian lives today. But God’s will is
the sanctifying of the people...

Many Christians today slight back
from the truth. They talk about salvation,
but there are no messages about sin
preached. We really like your Christian
magazine. We...have a little congrega-
tion. There are other Christians who be-
long to different groups, but we cannot
meet together, because they deviate from
the truth and go with the world more and
more.

We would be glad and thankful to
receive more of the Christian magazines,
the Gospel Trumpet, or tapes, videos,
and literature.

We live in the last days, and we
would gladly like to know more about the

doctrines of sanctification and the prepa-
ration of the coming of Jesus.

For Jesus sake and mercy to our
souls, please reach out your hands and
send something along.

He, that is in Christ, is a new crea-
ture.     Your brother in the Lord,

Philipp
Siberia

Dear saints,
Greetings to you all in the glorious

and wonderful name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, in whom we have
our redemption through His blood, even
the forgiveness of our sin. Amen.

I am very grateful to our Almighty
God for removing me from the hands of
the denominations. I had fellowshipped
with different ones, but all to no avail.
Fortunately, I traveled to Kwale and a
friend of mine presented a copy of the
Gospel Trumpet, which, when gone
through, made me to become a true child
of God. Now I am born into the church of
God.

Please, I hereby request some tracts
and books to enable me to understand
more about the church and other relevant
gospel literature. Thanks and God bless
you all. Yours in Christ,

U. Raphael
Nigeria

I thank God to see your website and
it’s so amazing. I love to ask you to
extend your kind affiliation to our church.
Please be a blessing to our church too.

Please pray that we will have a meet-
ing here in our  place as the Lord leads
you. Hoping for your reply and kindly
stay in touch with us.

Your faithful brother in the Lord,
S. Kota

India

Dear Bro. Daniel,
Greetings in Jesus’ name. With help

of Lord, we are doing His work faith-
fully. Lahore congregation is fine and
increasing. Gospel Trumpet helping us
in preaching. People like Gospel Trum-

We Appreciate Your Work

Wonderful to See

Reached Us in Siberia

Became a True Child of God

Website Is So Amazing

People Like Gospel Trumpet
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 “I once was in bondage in Egypt’s
dark night, But Jesus has brought me out
into the light; He banished my sins and
has made my heart right; I’ll never go
back, I’ll never go back.”

The devil has had enough of me. He
never gave what he promised. All he
gave was misery. I’ll give to my Saviour
my strength and my days–I’ll never go
back again.

I have the victory over the devil and
it’s my desire to keep him on the run.

Encouraged and pressing on,
Sis. Marcina Enns (Age 12)

Ontario, Canada

Praise the Lord! I am thankful for
what the Lord has done for me and that
He has saved my soul. I’m thankful to be
encouraged in this way with victory in
my soul, but it was not always that way.
Though I was only a child, my heart was
full of sin. I knew very little about what
it even meant to get saved. I never really
thought about it that I needed a change to
take place in my heart. I am glad that the
Lord didn’t leave me alone, but that He
started dealing with me when I was eleven
years old.

Thus it was in the year of 2002, at the
end of January, that the saints came to
Belize. It was during this time that I
received a letter from a sister in Mexico
and one thing that she wrote really spoke
to me. She asked me in her letter if I was
saved and that just really struck me.
From  that day on, I started feeling very
uncomfortable. Some time later, a sister
asked me the same question, but not
knowing what to answer, I got out of that
conversation somehow.

One day soon after that, I felt espe-
cially miserable. Not really knowing what
I wanted to do, I went to my room. I knew
very little of what salvation even meant,
but I desired to have peace in my soul. I
remember falling on my knees there, and
what I exactly said I do not remember,
but when I rose from my knees, I felt a
peace that I didn’t feel before. Oh, I thank
God for that day when He washed my
sins away!

 I am thankful for the way the Lord
has kept me since that day. I am thankful
for the way the Lord has led me to higher
heights and deeper depths with Him. I am
very thankful for the precious gift of
salvation that He gave me. Though I
know I don’t deserve this gift, I am very
thankful that He ever thought about me
when I wasn’t looking for Him. I am so

I thank God with all my heart that in
Jesus I have found a wonderful Friend.
He has freed me from the miry clay of sin,
helps me in trouble, and loves me more
than my own mother could ever love me.
He saved me and then sanctified me.

Dear brethren, I always want to heed
God and crucify my flesh as it pleases
Him, so that I will make it to heaven. I
know for sure that I could never find a
better friend. It is my desire to love Him
with all my heart and to be faithful to Him
to the end. Please pray for me to remain
steadfast, because without my Friend I
cannot make it. Sis.  Diana Librecht

Germany

I am thankful to be a child of God and
to be saved and sanctified. I am thankful
that I can be happy. I am thankful that I
don’t need to be disappointed anymore.
Even in hard times, I can be happy. That
is so wonderful. The Lord has done so
much for me.

When I was in sin, I tried to do things
that would make me happy, but all failed
until I found the true happiness in salva-
tion. It is so wonderful to serve the Lord.
It makes me so happy and it stays; it
doesn’t go away. I am determined to go
on and to work for the Lord and to help
lost souls to find true happiness, too.

To think on the reward after this life,
if we stay true, makes me even more
joyful. I am encouraged to go on and to
serve the Lord with all my heart.

Sis. Anita Zacharias
La Honda, Mexico

pet writings. We are delivering the teach-
ings of the church of God too.

If you will send more literature, then
it will be better for the congregation. We
are waiting for this and want to learn
more about church of God...God is help-
ing us and now we want to extend COG
in other areas in Pakistan. Last week we
went near Multan City. Had great meet-
ing there and people want to learn more
about Jesus. We need to work rapidly
there to win more souls for our Lord.

Pray for our work. God bless you and
best regards from the entire congregation
to you. Looking to hear from you soon.

In Christ,
A. Kaleem

Pakistan

I am from Brussels, in Belgium. I
came across your website and I was very
impressed by your standards of holiness
and way to dress.

I would be very thankful to receive
your publication The Gospel Trumpet. I
would also be very happy to receive a
tract detailing the standards of holiness.

I would define myself as a Christian,
though I do not visit any church at this
time as I don’t know of any that preaches
and lives the truth, as far as I understand

it–in a very limited way, I would surely
confess. I am very new to the holiness
movement, but I am genuinely interested
to learn more about it and to know the
biblical reasoning behind the lifestyle of
its members.

Thank you very much for your kind
assitance.   Website, Belgium

thankful that the Lord didn’t just save me
and then leave me, but that He has led me
each day.

I really appreciate that He brought
me to a good home in the church of God.
I just love this way and am determined to
stay faithful until the end, by the grace of
God. Serving the Lord is just getting
better each day! Pressing on!

Sis. Anita Martens (Age 16)
Manitoba, Canada

I appreciate the work of your minis-
try. I wish to have some of your tracts and
booklets for evangelism. I would like
you to send as many as you can to me for
the propagation of the gospel here.

Adewumi Jide
Nigeria

Impressed by Your Standards

I Found True Happiness

The Precious Gift of Salvation

Send as Many as You Can

Found a Wonderful Friend

I’ll Never Go Back
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ing! Eat of our venison! Come to our
‘church’ and worship with us!” In the din
of these clamorous voices, how can one
know whom to bless and whom not to
bless, what to eat and what not to eat,
where to attend meetings and where not
to attend meetings? What is the truth?
Who are God’s people? Where is His
church?

Dear soul, you need not remain in
turmoil and confusion concerning these
questions. Apply the test question: Do
the hands and the voice agree? Jesus, in
His day, found a stark contradiction be-
tween the hands and the voice. It prompted
His reproof: “Why call ye me Lord, Lord,
[with your voice] and do not [with your
hands] the things which I say?” Lk. 6:46.

Paul applied the test question in his
time and found those that “profess [with
their voice] that they know God; but in
works [with their hands] they deny him,
being abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate.” Titus
1:16. You, too, must apply the test ques-
tion in this present time, in spite of
sectism’s incessant cry to “Judge not!”
Jesus commanded “to judge righteous
judgment.” It is your safeguard against
deceivers and false prophets “whose
mouths must be stopped, who subvert
whole houses, teaching things which they
ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.” Titus
1:11.

Apply the test question: Do the hands
and the voice agree? Never be convinced

Hands

Sis. Elfie Tovstiga

“The hands and the voice didn’t
agree.”  This particular statement, found
in a devotional selection, caught my at-
tention. It is this disagreement between
the hands and the voice, that  has been the
problem throughout the ages.

“And Jacob went near unto Isaac his
father; and he felt him, and said, The
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are
the hands of Esau.” Gen. 27:22.

Old father Isaac, whose eyes had
grown dim, faced a perplexing situation.
He had sent Esau, his elder son, to hunt
some venison and to prepare him savory
meat such as he loved, that he might eat
and bless the son of his affection. But
during Esau’s absence, Jacob, the younger
son, intended to steal his brother’s bless-
ing by deceit. Dressed in Esau’s raiment,
hands and neck covered with goat skin,
Jacob entered his father’s tent with a dish
prepared by Rebekah, bidding, “Eat of
my venison, that thy soul may bless me.”

Father Isaac wondered how it was
that his son found the venison so quickly.
In a state of bewilderment he requested
that his son come near, saying, “That I
may feel thee, my son, whether thou be
my very son Esau or not.” “And Jacob
went near unto Isaac his father and he felt
him, and said, ‘The voice is Jacob’s voice,
but the hands are the hands of Esau.’”

Indeed, this was a disturbing contra-
diction! It caused doubt and confusion to
settle on the old man’s mind. How could
the voice and the hands not agree in one

by the voice alone. Man-made sermons,
delivered with intellectual learning and
eloquence, may sound persuasive, but
stop! Stop to examine the hands–the life,
the works, the fruit–of those teaching
you and assembling with you, before you
give your blessing. Their power may be
in their mouths, but is it in their lives,
also?

You can and must know the tree by
its fruit. What do you see? What do you
find upon investigating the “hands?” Do
you find a self-pleasing, pleasure-loving
youth, hankering after the world through-
out the week, then singing “O How I
Love Jesus” in the choir on Sunday morn-
ing? You cannot bless that, for clearly,
the hands and the voice do not agree. Do
you find the congregation in a general
state of slumber and lukewarmness, yet
saying, “I have need of nothing”? Surely
you cannot bless that, for God will spue
such out of His mouth. Has the standard
of God’s Word been continually lowered
(ie. divorce and remarriage) to suit the
desires of the flesh of those having a form
of godliness but denying the power
thereof? Most definitely you cannot bless
that, for God demands that you turn away
from such (2 Tim. 3:5). Do you find a
divided and compromising ministry that
has “no vision from the Lord” and is
afraid to show the people their transgres-
sion? How can you bless that, when God
has commanded His ministry to “cry
aloud” and “spare not.” Do you experi-
ence dead and dry meetings void of the
presence of God? Evidently, God is not
blessing, and when God has withdrawn
His blessing, we dare not bless. Of a truth
it is written in Rev. 18:23, “The voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be
heard no more at all in thee” (Babylon).

Christ has but one message for the
soul that is caught in such a cage of
deception:  “Come out from among them
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and

Do the

and theVoice Agree?

and the same person! Making one more
attempt to clear the uncertainty, he
asked, “Art thou my very son Esau?”
Pressed to make a choice between the
hands and the voice, Isaac judged ac-
cording to the hands. As always is the
case, the hands spoke louder than the
voice.

Multitudes of dim-eyed souls are
being imposed upon by religious de-
ceivers who cry, “Give us your bless-
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touch not the unclean thing.” 2 Cor. 6:17.
For they say, and do not; they have a
name that they live and are dead; God
knows their works and has not found
them perfect before Him. They have failed
the test question. The hands and the voice
do not agree.

“...and I will receive you,” the mes-
sage continues, “and will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
Welcome to the family of God! It’s the

church of the living God–a people you
can bless, a people that upholds the bib-
lical standard of holiness and willingly
bears the scorn of the world, a ministry
that sees eye to eye and declares the
whole counsel of God, a people that not
only says, “Lord, Lord,” but endeavors
by the grace of God to do the will of the
heavenly Father.

Apply the test question; then believe
them “for the very works’ sake.” The
hands and the voice agree. &

Was Judas Ever Saved?
Bro. Robert Bourn

Judas was a
saved man
who along the
way allowed
the devil to
have place in
his heart.

   The subject concerning the
salvation of Judas Iscariot is pertinent to
the prevalent teaching of sinning “Chris-
tians,” commonly referred to as “once
saved always saved,” which is being
taught by the large majority of sectism
today. The importance of this topic can-
not be underestimated, for if Judas was
never saved, then there is no contradic-
tion concerning the teaching of “once
saved always saved” and the Bible. How-
ever, if Judas was a saved man, there is a
great fallacy being propagated and the
doctrine of “once saved always saved” is
erroneous. Dear reader, we challenge
you to be of the same attitude as those of
Berea (Acts 17:10-12), who searched the
scriptures to find out the truth.

As we set sail into the sea of glass
(Word of God) searching for the truth
concerning Judas, let us begin in Mat-
thew the 10th chapter. This entire chapter
deals with the Lord calling, choosing,
equipping, instructing, and sending the
twelve disciples.

“And when he had called unto him
his twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits.” Matt. 10:1. In
Luke 10:19, Jesus said unto the seventy,
“I give unto you power...over all the
power of the enemy.”

Jesus does not give power to unsaved
people who are not of His kingdom, only
to those who are blood-washed. He gave
the disciples power against unclean spir-
its, to cast them out. How in the name of
good common sense could an unsaved

man (unclean spirit) cast out unclean
spirits? Matt. 10:8 tells us that the disci-
ples–this included Judas Iscariot–were
sent by Jesus to cast out devils. Please
read Acts 19 concerning the vagabond
exorcists who thought they would cast
out devils without the salvation of Jesus
working in their hearts. They not only
failed, but were beaten and wounded.

“And the scribes which came down
from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub,
and by the prince of the devils casteth he
out devils. And he called them unto him,
and said unto them in parables, How can
Satan cast out Satan?” Mark 3:22-23.
The scriptures are very clear that an
unsaved man cannot cast out unclean,
devilish spirits, on account of, he is a part
of the same sinful kingdom (Matt. 12:26).
Jesus did not send the devil to fight the
devil but sent saved men of God.

Consider this, and the Lord give thee
understanding. Many teach Jesus called,
chose, and sent a man named Judas
Iscariot to preach the gospel, who was
not saved. If that be so, then Jesus of
Nazareth is a liar and no Saviour at all, for
He has said in His own Word, “A bishop
[minister] then must be blameless.” 1
Tim 3:2. “For a bishop must be blame-
less, as the steward of God.” Titus 1:7.

Does not the scripture read in Acts
1:20 concerning Judas, “and his
bishoprick let another take.” Judas was a
bishop appointed by the Son of God.
Listen to the words of the scriptures, “a
bishop must be blameless.” They are

saying, a bishop must be saved! Precious
soul, I proclaim to you, Jesus did not lie.
He called, chose, and sent a saved man
named Judas Iscariot. Acts 1:17 states,
“for he was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry.”

In Matt. 10:8 Jesus told Judas Iscariot,
“freely ye have received, freely give.”
Judas and the eleven had received every-
thing available for the work of ministry
and apostleship, which includes salva-
tion. Do we desire the truth from heaven
or a concoction brewed up by man?

The facts of the matter are very clear.
Judas was called, chosen, equipped, and
sent by the great Shepherd of the sheep,
as an ambassador of Christ. Judas was a
saved man who along the way allowed
the devil to have place in his heart. “Then
entered Satan into Judas surnamed
Iscariot, being of the number of the
twelve.” Luke 22:3.

Acts 1:25 states that Judas by trans-
gression fell. Someone who is not saved
(living in sin) cannot by transgression
fall because they are already at the bot-
tom. Only saved people can by transgres-
sion fall. The Bible speaks of falling from
grace in Gal. 5:4. You cannot fall from
grace if you have no grace, for by grace
are ye saved (Eph. 2:5).

“And I say unto thee, that thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church...” Matt. 16:18. Jesus stated that
He would build His church. What type of
material does the Bible show He built
with? May we
start looking
where all good
structures start,
the foundation.

“Neverthe-
less the founda-
tion of God
standeth sure, hav-
ing this seal, The
Lord knoweth
them that are his. And, Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity.” 2 Tim. 2:19. “And are built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone.” Eph. 2:19-22.

Jesus never attempted to build the
church of God with sinners and hypo-
crites as the religious world would have
you believe. “The Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.”
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Hail, sovereign love, which first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!

Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
Which gave my soul a Hiding Place!

Against the God who built the sky
I fought with hands uplifted high–
Despised the mention of His grace,
Too proud to seek a Hiding Place.

Enwrapped in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light,

Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure–without a Hiding Place!

But thus the eternal counsel ran:
Almighty love, arrest that man!

I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no Hiding Place.

Ere long a heavenly voice I heard,
And mercy’s angel soon appeared:
He led me, with a beaming face,

To JESUS as a Hiding Place.

On Him almighty vengeance fell,
Which must have sunk a world to hell!

He bore it for a sinful race,
And thus became our Hiding Place.

Should sevenfold storms of thunder roll,
And shake this globe from pole to pole,

No thunderbolt shall daunt my face,
For Jesus is my Hiding Place.

A few more setting suns at most
Shall land me on that glorious coast,
Where I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious Hiding Place!

—John Andre

My Hiding Place

Acts 2:47. Only those who are blood-
washed will be used in this holy temple.
Do these scriptures mean nothing to the
proponents of the “once saved always
saved” lie?

“Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet 2:5.

As the followers of Jesus, are we to
believe that He once again disobeyed
His own word and laid the foundation of
the church with a dead stone named
Judas? What ludicrous formulations have
been devised to promote the devil’s
cause! For the scripture saith, “The wages
of sin is death.” Jesus is the life and
would never be found building with
death.

“And God hath set some in the
church, first apostles, secondarily proph-
ets, thirdly teachers...” 1 Cor. 12:28.

I read no place in the Holy Writ
where it conceives the idea that God set
an unsaved man (hypocrite) in the office
of a minister. Where then does this teach-
ing find its origin? I have located only
one scripture in the Bible that it could
have ascended from and that is Rev. 9:2.
The bottomless pit most assuredly has
given birth to this doctrine of the devil,
which has darkened the way of truth and
led countless millions to hell. Concern-

of today, who have spiritually blinded
the eyes of precious souls–souls, who no
doubt at one time desired to see Jesus
with true holiness, but now eat freely of
the forbidden fruit, feeling no harm to
conscience. Concerning sin, their con-
sciences had been pacified and some
even seared, by the echoing words of a
hireling ministry, “Ye shall not surely
die.”

Oh, how I thank God, that in this end
time there is a ministry equipped with a
rod and staff that is eating the serpent of
Pharaoh’s magicians and also comfort-
ing the Lord’s sheep.

According to the two witnesses
(Word and Spirit), God has never or-
dained an unclean minister. Meaning,
He has never called, chosen, and sent an
unsaved man to do the work of the min-
istry. Listen to the cry of the inspired
Word of God, “Be ye clean, that bear the
vessels of the Lord” (Isa 52:11). God
only calls preachers who are chaste and
virtuous for His service.

“And an highway shall be there, and
a way, and it shall be called The way of
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over
it.” Isa. 35:8a.

“Then spake Jesus again unto them,
saying, I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life.” Jn. 8:12.

interested in the heart. Why? “For with
the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness.” They were the most concerned
that his heart was qualified for this of-
fice. They knew Jesus would never
choose one whose heart was not right,
much less, one who was not even saved.
Today’s so-called churches are more
concerned that one’s head has been quali-

In Rev. 1:16 it is stated that Jesus has
seven stars in His right hand. Verse 20
explains that these stars are angels or
ministers of the seven churches that Bro.
John addressed letters to. These minis-
ters are flaming beacons of light, fueled
by the fire of the Holy Ghost (Matt. 3:11;
Heb. 1:7), for the purpose of guiding lost
souls to Christ. Are we to believe that
Jesus had a dead star in His hand at the
beginning of the gospel dispensation?
The answer is emphatically, No! The
truth of the matter is, Judas was a brightly
burning star who fell to the earth and was
thus extinguished.

Let us now consider the star that
replaced this fallen one (Acts 1:20-26).
Verse 24, “Thou, Lord, which knowest
the hearts of all men, shew whether of
these two thou hast chosen.” They were

ing the doctrine of “once saved always
saved” we must say that it is most assur-
edly found in the Bible. Turn to Genesis
chapter three to find the birth of this
teaching and its teacher (Gen. 3:1-4).

God said not to eat of it or touch it or
they would die. The devil said, “Ye shall
not surely die.” Thus we have here a
vivid account of the origin of “once
saved always saved.” One of the most
effectual and venomous strikes the ser-
pent ever made occurred as he taught
Eve the “once saved always saved doc-
trine.” As we look around today, we see
the serpent has not been slack to slither
into every pulpit possible to spew this
poison. The ringhals cobra and a small
black-necked African cobra that spray
jets of venom at the eyes of an aggressor,
most vividly portray the viperous clergy

Judas by transgression fell.
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The Menace
of the Religious Movie

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963)

When God gave to Moses
the blueprint of the tab-
ernacle, He was careful
to include every detail.

Then, lest Moses should get the notion
that he could improve on the original
plan, God warned him solemnly, “And
look that thou make them after their
pattern, which was shown thee in the
mount.” God, not Moses, was the archi-
tect.

The New Testament church also is
built after a pattern. Not the doctrines
only, but the methods are divinely given.
From God’s revealed plan we depart at
our peril. Every departure has two con-
sequences, the immediate and the re-
mote. The immediate touches the indi-
vidual and those close to him. The re-
mote extends into the future to unknown
times.

The temptation to introduce “new”
things into the work of God has always
been too strong for some people to resist.
The church has suffered untold injury at
the hands of misguided persons who felt
they knew more about running God’s
work than Christ and His apostles did. A

solid train of box cars would not suffice
to haul away the religious rubbish which
has been brought in with the hope of
improving on the original pattern. These
things have been positive hindrances to
the progress of the truth, and have so
altered the divinely-planned structure
that the apostles, were they to return to
earth today, would scarcely recognize
the misshapen thing which has resulted.

Our Lord while on earth cleansed
the temple, and periodic cleansings have
been necessary throughout the centu-
ries. Every generation is sure to have its
ambitious amateur come up with some
shiny gadget which he proceeds to urge
upon the priests before the altar. That the
scriptures do not justify its existence
does not seem to bother him at all. It is
brought in anyway and presented in the
very name of orthodoxy. Soon it is iden-
tified in the minds of the Christian public
with all that is good and holy. Then, of
course, to attack the gadget is to attack
the truth itself. This is an old, familiar
technique often practiced by the devo-
tees of error.

Heresy of method may be as deadly

fied by some Bible college than that the
heart has been qualified by the blood of
Jesus. Hence, have heaped upon them-
selves teachers having itching ears (2
Tim. 4:3-4). It is truly amazing the
swarms of gnats people strain at and the
vast herds of camels they will swallow to
substantiate their false doctrines.

Precious soul, awake to righteous-
ness and listen to God-given reasoning.
If Jesus ordained an unsaved man named
Judas into the ministry, then we are to do
the same, for the scripture states in 1 Pet.
2:21 that we should follow His steps. If
one believes such foolishness, then there
is no censorship at all, for anyone can be
allowed to step behind the sacred desk.

Dear ones, open your ears and hear
the infallible Word of God, “Know them
which labor among you.” 1 Thess. 5:12.
“For many are called, but few are cho-
sen.” Matt 22:14. Please remember that
Judas was not only called, but also cho-
sen.

“Search the scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life.” John 5:39.
Look into the scriptures with us at how
careful Jesus was in the calling and choos-
ing process.

“And when he was gone forth into
the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit
eternal life?” Mark 10:17. The true church
of God is not taking all that come run-
ning to her. Verse 21 says that Jesus
beholding him loved him. We also, as
the Lord’s church, love every soul that
runs to us, but we love them as Christ
did. We love them enough to tell them
the truth (take up the cross and follow).
False religion solicits souls with spa-
ghetti dinners, activities, impressive
gymnasiums and entertainment centers.
The Lord’s true church will not follow
her ways. It will not lower the standard
that Jesus taught. You will have to sell
out and embrace the cross of Calvary to
take the true way.

Look at what a stickler Jesus was in
recruiting laborers for the work of His
kingdom–“One thing thou lackest.”
Could not Jesus have overlooked this
one thing and taken him in? The false
prophets of our day would have immedi-
ately taken him in to gain from his wealth.
Yes, this young man received a call but
was not chosen. What a great calamity

exists in our day regarding the multi-
tudes who have received a call but not
paid the price for election. Nevertheless,
they go forth proclaiming to have been
chosen.

The facts of this topic are very clear.
Judas was a saved man who allowed the
devil to enter his heart. He then commit-
ted treason against his Lord and by trans-
gression fell. The devil had him snared
in such deep guilt and deception that it
led him to his suicide. Acts 1:25 states,
“that he might go to his own place.”
Dear ones, we are free moral agents and
will choose our place in eternity. The sad
consequences of Judas Iscariot led him
to hell, the place of his choosing. Please
hear what the great Judge of all has to say

concerning suicide: “And ye know that
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in
him.” 1 John 3:15.

“Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written
for our admonition…Wherefore let him
that standeth take heed lest he fall.”
1 Cor. 10:11-12.

More thoughts and texts could be
multiplied to prove that Judas was a
saved man, sent to preach the gospel; a
man who fell from grace by transgres-
sion and landed in hell. Notwithstand-
ing, what more could be said than what
God hath said, “a bishop must be blame-
less.” May we let God be true and every
one who deems it necessary to refute His
holy Word, a liar (Rom. 3:4). &
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Concerning Divorce
and Remarriage

“For the woman which hath
an husband is bound by the law to
her husband so long as he liveth;
but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the law of her hus-
band.

So then if, while her husband
liveth, she be married to another
man, she shall be called an adul-
teress: but if her husband be dead,
she is free from that law; so that
she is no adulteress, though she be
married to another man.”

    Romans 7:2-3

as heresy of message. Old-line Protes-
tantism has long ago been smothered to
death by extra-scriptural rubbish.

Within the last few years a new
method has been invented for imparting
spiritual knowledge. Or, to be more ac-
curate, it is not new at all, but is an
adaptation of a gadget of some years
standing, one which by its origin be-
longs not to the church but to the world.
Some have thrown their mantle over it
and are now trying to show that it is the
very gift of God for our day. But, how-
ever eloquent the sales talk, it is an
unauthorized addition nevertheless, and
was never a part of the pattern shown us
on the mount.

I refer, of course, to the religious
movie. The “service” where such a movie

would be shown
might seem
much like any
other until time
for the message
from the Word
of God. Then
the lights would
be put out and
the picture
turned on. The
“ m e s s a g e ”

would consist of this movie. What fol-
lowed would vary with the circum-
stances, but often an invitation song is
sung and a tender appeal is made for
erring sinners to return to God.

Now, what is wrong with all this?
Why should any man object to its use in
the house of God? Here is my answer:

It violates the scriptural law of hear-
ing.

It is significant that when God gave
to mankind His great redemptive revela-
tion He couched it in words. “And God
spake all these words” very well sums up
the Bible’s own account of how it got
here. “Thus saith the Lord” is the con-
stant refrain of the prophets. “The words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life,” said our Lord to His hear-
ers. Again He said, “He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life.” Paul made words
and faith to be inseparable: “Faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” He also said, “How shall they hear
without a preacher?”

Surely it requires no genius to see
that the Bible rules out dramatics for
bringing faith and life to the human soul.

God addresses His message to the
hearing ear. “The word is nigh thee, even
in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach.” Here,
and not somewhere else, is the New
Testament pattern, and no human being,
and no angel from heaven has any right
to alter that pattern.

Religion is made entertainment.
The idea that religion should be en-

tertaining has made some radical changes
in the evangelical picture within this
generation. It has given us not only the
“gospel” movie but a new type of reli-
gious journalism as well. It has created a
new kind of magazine for church people,
which can be read from cover to cover
without effort, without thought–and with-
out profit.

That religion and amusement are
forever opposed to each other by their
very essential natures is apparently not
known to this new school of religious
entertainers. Their effort to slip up on the
reader and administer a quick shot of
saving truth while his mind is on some-
thing else is not only futile, it is, in fact,
not too far short of being plain dishonest.
The hope that they can convert a man
while he is occupied with the doings of
some imaginary hero reminds one of the
story of the Catholic missionary who
used to sneak up on sick people and
children, and splash a little holy water on
them to guarantee their passage to the
city of gold.

Any effort to teach spiritual truth
through entertainment is, at best, futile
and, at worst, positively injurious to the
soul. Religious movies, by appealing
directly to the shallowest stratum of our
minds, cannot but create bad mental
habits which unfit the soul for the recep-
tion of genuine spiritual impressions.

Religious movies are mistakenly
thought by some people to be blessed of
the Lord because many come away from
them with moist eyes. If this is a proof of
God’s blessing, then we might as well go
the whole way and assert that every
show that brings tears is of God. Those
who attend the theater know how often
the audiences are moved to tears by the
joys and sorrows of the highly paid en-

tertainers who kiss and emote and mur-
der and die for the purpose of exciting
the spectators to a high pitch of emo-
tional excitement. Men and women who
are dedicated to sin and appointed to
death may, nevertheless, weep in sym-
pathy for the painted actors and be not
one bit the better for it. The emotions
have had a beautiful time, but the will is
left untouched. The religious movie is
sure to draw together a goodly number
of persons who cannot distinguish the
twinges of vicarious sympathy from the
true operations of the Holy Ghost.

It has no biblical authority.
The church goes along in Bible ways

and can give a scriptural reason for its
conduct. Its members meet at stated times
to pray together–This has biblical au-
thority back of it. They gather to hear the
Word of God expounded–This goes back
in almost unbroken continuity to Moses.
They sing psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs–so they are commanded by
the apostle. They lay up their gifts and
bring them at stated times to the church
or chapel to be used in the Lord’s work–
this also follows the scriptural pattern.
They teach and train and instruct; they
appoint teachers and pastors and mis-
sionaries and send them out to do the
work for which the Spirit has gifted
them–all this has plain scriptural author-
ity behind it.

The rising
generation will
come to look
upon religion
as another,
and inferior,
form of
amusement.
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Now, for the religious movie, where
is the authority? For such a serious de-
parture from the ancient pattern, where
is the authority? For introducing into the
church the pagan art of acting, where is
the authority? The best they can do is to
appeal to the world’s psychology or re-
peat brightly that “modern times call for
modern methods.”

The whole preach-the-gospel-with-
movies idea is founded upon the same
basic assumptions as Modernism,
namely, that the Word of God is not
final, and that we of this day have a
perfect right to add to it or alter it wher-
ever we think we can improve it.

It is out of harmony with the whole
spirit of the scriptures and contrary to
true godliness.

To harmonize the spirit of the reli-
gious movie with the spirit of the sacred
scriptures is impossible. Try to imagine
Elijah appearing before Ahab with a roll
of film! Imagine Peter standing up at
Pentecost and saying, “Let’s have the
lights out, please.” When Jeremiah hesi-
tated to prophesy on the plea that he was
not a fluent speaker, God touched his
mouth and said, “I have put my words in
thy mouth.” Perhaps Jeremiah could have
gotten on well enough without the divine
touch if he had had a good film.

Let a man dare to compare his reli-
gious movie show with the spirit of the
Book of Acts. If he cannot see the differ-
ence in kind, then he is too blind to be
trusted with leadership in the church of
the living God. The only appropriate
thing that he can do is to drop to his knees
and cry with poor Bartimaeus, “Lord,
that I might receive my sight.”

The harmful effect.
It identifies religion with the theatri-

cal world. I have seen in a Fundamental-
ist magazine an advertisement of a reli-
gious film which would be altogether at
home on the theatrical page on any city
newspaper. Illustrated with the usual
sex-bate picture of a young man and
woman in tender embrace, and spangled
with such words as “feature-length,
drama, pathos, romance,” it reeked of
Hollywood. By such business we are
selling out our Christian separation.

The taste for drama which these
pictures develop in the minds of the

young will not long remain satisfied
with the inferior stuff the religious movie
can offer. Our young people will de-
mand the real thing, and what can we
reply when they ask why they should not
patronize the regular movie house?

The rising generation will naturally
come to look upon religion as another,
and inferior, form of amusement. The
present generation has done this to an
alarming extent already, and the gospel
movie feeds the notion by fusing reli-
gion and fun in the name of orthodoxy. It

We dare not take refuge in
guilty silence. Error is not

silent. It is highly vocal and
amazingly aggressive.
We dare not be less so.

takes no great in-
sight to see that the
religious movie
must become in-
creasingly more
thrilling as the tastes
of the spectators be-
come more stimu-
lated.

The religious movie is the lazy
preacher’s friend. If the present vogue
continues to spread, it will not be long
before any with enough ability to make
an audible prayer and mentality enough
to focus a projector, will be able to pass
for a prophet of God. The man of God
can play around all week and come up to
the Lord’s day without a care. He has
only to set up the screen and lower the
lights, and the rest follows painlessly.

Wherever the movie is used the
prophet is displaced. The least that such
displaced prophets can do is admit that
they are technicians
and not preachers.
Let them admit that
they are not God-sent
men, ordained of
God for a sacred
work. Let them put
away their pretense.

In conclusion:
Some earnest

souls wonder why so
many approve the re-
ligious movie. If it is
evil, why have not
these denounced it?
The answer is, lack
of spiritual discern-
ment. Many who are
turning to the movie
are the same who
have, by direct teach-

ing or by neglect, discredited the work of
the Holy Spirit. They have apologized
for the Spirit and so hedged Him in by
their unbelief that it has amounted to an
out-and-out repudiation. The light has
gone out and men stumble around in the
darkness of the human intellect.

The religious movie seems about to
swarm over the churches like a cloud of
locusts out of the earth. The figure is
accurate–they are coming from below,
not from above. The whole modern psy-
chology has been prepared for this inva-

sion of insects. The
Fundamentalists
have become
weary of manna
and are longing for
flesh. What they are
getting is a sorry
substitute for the
uninhibited pleas-

ures of the world, and it saves face by
pretending to be spiritual.

Let us not for the sake of peace keep
still while men without spiritual insight
dictate the diet upon which God’s chil-
dren shall feed. Unity among professing
Christians is to be desired, but not at the
expense of righteousness. If God gives
wisdom to see the error of religious
shows, we owe it to the church to oppose
them openly. We dare not take refuge in
guilty silence. Error is not silent. It is
highly vocal and amazingly aggressive.
We dare not be less so.&   Condensed

They feel that they are not happy, and they hope to
find how to become so by the very things which

make them miserable. What they do not have grieves
them. What they have cannot make up for it. Their
troubles are real.

Their joys are brief, empty and embittered. They
cost them more than they are worth. Their whole life
is a vivid and continual sense of confusion. Eternal
judgment hangs already over their heads. Their false
joys become changed to tears and wailing which will
never end. Their life is like a shadow which is going
to disappear, or more like a flower which opens in the
morning, but is by the evening blighted, withered and
trodden under foot.  —Fenelon

Mad Worldlings
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self said that many would go in the broad
way to destruction, while there would be
few that find the narrow way which leads
to life. In Luke 12:32, He refers to His
people as a little flock.

Cults deviate from orthodox Christi-
anity (Mainstream Christianity).

There is a problem here. I realize that
“mainstream Christianity” is popular, but
orthodox? Compare it to the New Testa-
ment church of the scriptures. It bears no
resemblance. The divisions in the body
that the Bible condemns, they promote,
thus scattering the flock of the Lord who
He prayed would be one. And not only
one in their physical gatherings, but one
in doctrine, faith, all speaking the same
thing and of the same mind (1 Cor. 1:10).

People today have no vision of the
biblical church. It is foreign to them.
Hence, how can they judge what is ortho-
doxy? Just because the majority are
blinded by sectism does not make them
right or the measure to go by. An honest
and careful reading of the scriptures will
prove that it is actually “mainstream
Christianity” that has deviated from or-
thodox Christianity!

Consider also that Jesus and His dis-
ciples were deemed a deviation from the
accepted religious norm of their time.

Cults control and manipulate their peo-
ple.

Well, the apostle Paul would be clash-
ing today with our “cult experts.” Hear
how “controlling” he was and how he
“manipulated” the people with his teach-
ing:

“And we have confidence in the Lord
touching you, that ye both do and will do
the things which we command you.” 2
Thess. 3:4.

“These things command and teach.”
1 Tim. 4:11.

“Obey them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch
for your souls…Salute all them that have
the rule over you, and all the saints…”
Heb. 13:17, 24.

These few examples will suffice.
Any reasonable, thinking person

understands the principle which works in

any religious group or even a secular
business or club. There is a set of rules, a
mode of operation, and leaders who en-
force them for the proper functioning of
business.

Far too easily good people are slan-
dered as deviate when they are following
proper Bible rule.

Cults say that no one else has the truth.
Well, now the apostle John is in

trouble with our cult casters! He showed
no tolerance for other groups! “And we
know that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in wickedness.” 1 John 5:19.
Talk about being exclusive!

“Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son. If there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God
speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds.” 2 John 1:9-
11. Could speech be any plainer?

The apostle Paul was just as exclu-
sive: “But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed.” Gal. 1:8.
Were this “intolerant, narrow-minded”
apostle to show up on the scene today,
you could be sure he would make the list
as a ringleader of a cult, just as it seems
he did in his day (Act 24:5).

If any true minister of God today
spoke as did these two brothers, we know
what they would be classed as!

Am I saying there is no such thing as
a bonafide cult? No. I believe there is
such a thing. I’ve not forgotten Jim Jones
or such like. I also realize there are reli-
gious groups that are indeed cults. I am
only saying that there is a trend to throw
about the epithet of “cult” very readily
today, with no biblical claims to back it
up, hence slandering many a sincere child
of God. It would further seem that the
more one resembles the biblical pattern
of the early morning church, the more
likely it will be they will receive the
appellation of cult. &     S. Mutch

We will take the liberty of quot-
ing from a very old book pub-
lished in London, England.

“Through these lips and eyes we are
continually exercising an influence on
all with whom we come in contact. Now,
the question is, what is the nature of that
influence?

Dear friends, if we are filled with the
Holy Spirit, it will be a revelation of
Christ. Our lives will be a constant
epiphany. In these bodies we should carry
about the marks of the Lord Jesus. The
tone of our voice, the line of our conduct,
the look in our eyes, everything about us
will speak of Christ.

I do not think it a light thing, dear
friend, that so many who name the name
of Christ adopt a light, rattling, worldly
manner, to emulate the manners of the
world. These bodies of ours are the veils
which conceal the things unseen, the

Did You Say Cult?
Continued from Page 1

Upcoming
Meetings

Germany
April 6 – 12

California
March 19 – 25

Ohio
June 2 – 10

Alaska
April 23 – 29

Manitoba
July 2 – 8

  eavenly
Charles E. Orr

LivingH
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Church of God Schools
(Kindergarten – Grade 12)

Upland, California
The Gospel Restoration Academy

Warsaw, Indiana
The Church of God Restoration Academy

Greenville, Ohio
The Church of God Academy

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Evening Light School

Honey Grove, Texas
The Church of God Restoration School

Bonduel, Wisconsin
Little Pilgrim Academy

Steinbach, Manitoba
Church of God Sunrise Academy

Aylmer, Ontario
Church of God Christian School

Germany
Christliche Schule der Gemeinde Gottes

Baja California, Mexico
Baja Church of God Mission School

Chihuahua, Mexico
Evening Light Christian Academy

Durango, Mexico
Church of God Evening Light School

things of the spiritual world, from our
present sensible, experience. Strip off
these bodies and in a moment we are
landed in the presence of invisible reali-
ties. If it were not for the veil which now
for a time overshadows us, it would be
impossible for us to fulfill the work of our
probation. At the same time, however, it
will be the great effort of the foe of God
and man to employ this bodily organism
as a means of deadening our spiritual
sensibilities.”

It is this last sentence that we espe-
cially desire you to give serious thought.
Indulgence of the flesh dulls the sensi-
bilities of the soul. There are only com-
paratively few saints that can come into

the presence of God and talk heart to
heart with Him, that can feel His pres-
ence, that can see the realities of the
unseen world, that have any particular
realization of Christ through the spiritual
senses. It is all because they live too
much after the flesh.

Many have to acknowledge that their
private devotions are not satisfactory.
They do not talk to God face to face as
they believe is their privilege. It is be-
cause the veil of flesh is too thick. They
are in too direct communication with the
world. They mind earthly things too
much. Their life is a feasting rather than
a fasting. Their life is a self-indulgence
rather than a self-sacrifice. &

When we look around the crea-
tion of God, we see and ac-
knowledge how human be-

ings were wonderfully made, and yet the
Bible says that they are like grass.

How long will grass live without
water? During the dry season, or Novem-
ber and perhaps December and January
here in Nigeria, the grass will turn brown-
ish and crisp in the blowing oven heat.
The shallow grass roots will soon shrivel
up in the dry, dusty soil and make the
earth ugly and sometimes bare.

However, the life span of a person is
compared to grass in the scriptures. “As
for man, his days are as grass: as a flower
of the field, so he flourisheth. For the
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and
the place thereof shall know it no more.”
Psa. 103:15-16. Even the life span of one
hundred years of age rushes quickly by
compared to the long countless time of
eternity.

We are each one allotted a season to
work within, and the Lord is looking for
a harvest. Are your flowers drying under

the heated winds of pressure, or are you
growing roots into the living water of a
resurrected hope?

Big trees that grow a tap root deep
into the earth will stay green and graceful
during the droughts. A righteous man
who delights in the law of the Lord and
meditates on His Word is “like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper.” Psa. 1:3. What a beautiful
comparison! Just as the tree has physical
depth, we need to have spiritual depth.

Anyone who wants to be a “spiritual
tree” must draw from the living water
that has not ceased to flow from Jesus
Christ. His fountain will never run dry. It
is free to whosoever will come, “taste
and see that the Lord is good.” This
cleansing fountain will deliver souls from
sin and heal all manner of sickness (1
Peter 2:24). When a person drinks from
this water there is no thirsting for any-
thing else (John 4:14).

Then as we deepen our roots into the
scriptures and listen to the voice of the
Holy Spirit, our life will bring forth good
fruit to feed others right amid the trials
and tests we undergo (Gal. 5:22-23). The
peace and joy that we feel in our souls
will bless and encourage others who are
hungry after righteousness.

Jesus spoke about growing and pro-
ducing good fruit (Luke 8:5-15; Matt.

7:15-20). He expects us to be rooted and
grounded in Him in breadth, length, depth,
and height that we may bear fruit in our
season of time on this earth (Eph. 3:17-
20; Luke 13:6-9).

We need not be as dry, brittle grass in
the day that the Lord expects fruit on our
life, but we can be like the tree planted by
the water–strong and productive until
our last breath. May God Almighty use
these words to nourish and furnish the
souls in Jesus’ name. Amen. &

Bro. Chucks Uzor, Nigeria

A

Spiritual

Tree
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Nepal : We are very thankful to the Lord for allowing Bro.
Marcus Benion and me to visit Nepal from January 17th - 28th.
In a country steeped in idol-worship, it was good to meet some
Christians there who were
serving the true God.

We were able to hold
services in a couple of dif-
ferent locations (approxi-
mately 20-25 in attendance
each time) within the
Kathmandu valley. Truly,
as Jesus said, the fields are
all white to harvest. We
met many who were tired

We are looking to God to bless those that are endeavoring
to serve Him amidst persecution from family members and to
multiply His work until every truth-searching heart is satisfied
in Him.      Bro. John Strizu

Greece: We are thankful for the Lord’s help on a mission trip
to Athens, Greece, where we once again met with some of the
contacts made last year. Bro. Karl Anselm and I spent a week
talking to others also about the truth. We were amazed to find
numerous young families searching. They are dismayed with
the conditions in the places where they attend. As one man
said, “Our church is full of abominations.”

The field is white, ready for harvest in Greece. Again and
again the question was asked: “Will there be a congregation
here soon? We are ready to take our stand.” Please pray for
these dear ones and for labourers to go to Greece.

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Ohio : We appreciate the moving of the Holy Ghost in this end
time in calling His people together into one body. The church
of God is a rebuke to sin and uncleanness and is shedding true
light upon the evils of sectarianism.

We thank God for a Holy Ghost meeting held by Bro.
Daniel Layne Feb. 4-11 here in Greenville, Ohio. The mes-
sages were sharp, close, and feeding to the soul. We had
approximately 450 saints from Alaska, California, Indiana,
Oklahoma, Wisconsin and Ontario come and support the

meeting. We are thankful for all that the Lord accomplished
during this meeting and what He is doing for the Greenville
congregation.

While the heathen rage, oppose the truth, and work hard to
stop this move of God, the Lord, in this restoration time, is still
sweeping the nations, leading souls out of sect babel. The
saints are rejoicing in this time of refreshing and are looking for
the soon return of their Saviour, Christ Jesus.

Happy in the evening light,
Bro. Ray Tinsman

Durango, Mexico:   It is with great gratitude that we look
back on the Lord’s blessings during the meeting here in
Durango, Mexico, February 20-25 with Bro. Daniel Layne as
evangelist.

We feel that this was one of the best and most profitable
meetings here. Saints from Chihuahua, Zacatecas, Baja Cali-
fornia, and California supported the meeting. There were
many visitors from the community in every service, some-
times up to 50, including many from the nearby Mexican
ranchos.

Five took part in the ordinance of baptism.
The Lord richly anointed the preached Word, which was

directed to sinners and saints alike. Among other things, we
were exhorted to serve and follow after God with our whole
heart, while sinners heard and responded to the message of a
radical Bible salvation.

This meeting has caused a great stir in the community. Let
us continue to pray for those that were touched by the Spirit of
God. Also pray for the wonderful truth that was preached and
that the seed sown would bring forth a solid work of the church
of God. Praise God for the souls saved and for what He is doing
in this evening time. Bro. Isaac Thiessen

of their Hindu form of worship, wondering if it wasn’t all
superstition, and desiring to become Christians.
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CONTACTS

Alaska, USA: Bro. & Sis. Sims     (907) 376-7133

California, USA: Bro. Daniel Layne            (909) 985-5759

Illinois and Wisconsin, USA:
Chicago: Bro. Patrick O’Shea Sr. (262) 652-7517
Sheboygan:Bro. Jeff Moser               (920) 627-2683
Bonduel: Bro. Allen Bontrager              (715) 758-6748

Indiana, USA: Bro. Steve Hargrave          (260) 490-4027

Montana, USA: Bro. Robert Bourn (406) 261-3305
Bro. Gideon Yutzy (406) 889-3581

Ohio, USA:
Greenville: Bro. Ray Tinsman                   (765) 468-7373
Kidron: Bro. Lester Bontrager             (330) 857-2580

Oklahoma, USA:    Bro. Gary Boevers         (405) 396-9359

Texas, USA: Bro. Johnny Friesen                 (903) 378-3295

Manitoba, Canada: Bro. & Sis. Wieler            (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada: Bro. Henry Hildebrandt     (519) 765-2331

Germany:
Meinersen Kr. Gifhorn:

Bro. Alexander Kahm   (05372) 67 66
Bünde Kr. Herford:

Bro. Waldemar Scheling               (05223) 4 23 88
Königsbach-Stein Kr. Pforzheim:

Bro. Viktor Dietrich   (07232) 66 12
Neuenstadt-Stein Kr. Heilbronn:

Bro. Karl Anselm (07136) 2 04 01

Mexico:
Baja California: Sis. Agatha Schmidt            (646) 173-6464
Chihuahua: Bro. Ben Dyck                     (625) 584-1250
Durango: Bro. Isaac Thiessen               (677) 879-4572
Zacatecas: Bro. Jacob Zacharias           (433) 983-2891

Nepal:  Bros. Binod Mandal, Reuben Patel       Kathmandu

Philippines: Bro. Severino Villanueva Jr.         San Jose City

Kenya, Africa: Bros. Bonface Munzaa, Simon Mutinda
62 Congregations: Chuka, Eldoret, Embu, Kitui, Machakos,
Mbeere, Meru South, Nakuru, Nyeri, Western

$3.00 A Secret Rapture?
$1.00 Are You Ready?
$3.00 All This I Did For Thee
$2.00 Breaking the Silence
$4.00 Common Excuses for Sinning Refuted
$3.50 Concerning Women in Ministry
$2.00 Consider Your Ways
$3.00 Death: It Happens Every Day
$3.50 Homosexuality–An Abomination to God
$3.00 How to Be Saved
$3.50 If You are Not a Christian, Why Not?
$4.00 In Defense of Paul and His Gospel or Do Christians Sin?
$2.00 Mary’s Command for Catholics
$3.00 Please Do Not Go to Hell
$4.00 Questions on Baptism Answered
$3.50 Salvation — English, Spanish & German
$3.50 Scriptural Proofs Against the Modern Tongues Theory
$3.50 Sounding Forth of the Seventh Trumpet
$4.00 The Antichrist Defined & Exposed by God’s Word
$1.00 The Church of God (What it Stands For)–English & Spanish
$4.00 The Great Tongues Delusion
$3.00 The Look of  Today
$3.50 The Woman’s Covering
$2.00 Triad of Error
$1.00 Who We Are
$2.00 Why I Am Not a Protestant
$3.00 You Must be Born Again

$1.50 A Spiritual Shaking  (From Birth of a Reformation)
$1.30 Dress – An Issue of the Heart
$1.30 He Lifted Me Out – English, Spanish & German
$2.25 How to Live a Holy Life
$1.50 Life Sketches of Mother Sarah Smith
$1.00 Must We Sin?
$1.30 Prophetic Symbols
$2.00 Rays of Hope
$1.30 Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks
$1.30 That Men Would Be Men
$1.30 The Church of God, What it is and What it is Not
$1.50 The More Abundant Life
$1.75 The Ordinances of the New Testament
$1.00 Women in the Ministry

Booklets

Tract s & Booklet s

Tracts — price shown is per 100

*Postage is additional.
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Come and join us!

International Camp Meeting
of

The Church of God

• Anointed Holy Ghost singing and preaching

• Radical, dedicated young people

Services Daily 10:30 am and *7:00 pm
*Sunday, June 10 at 2:30 pm

June 2 – 10

West Milton Christian Center
6390 South Jay Rd., West Milton, Ohio

More info:   Bro. Ray Tinsman (765) 468-7373
Lodging:   Bro. Kenneth Abbott (937) 833-6462
Campground:  (937) 698-9387

• Spirit-directed worship

• Bible unity regardless of race or culture


